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Don’t Forget To Turn 
Your Clock Forward

 The Friends of Zack Reed will sponsor its 22nd 
Annual 2018 Toys for Tots Holiday Party & Celebrity 
Fashion Show with the goal to collect 1,000 toys for the 
needy children of Northeast Ohio. Beverages will be pro-
vided with admission. Celebrities invited include: Alec 
Blackmon, Andrea Vecchio, Tiffany Tarpley, and Vanessa 
Whiting, Esq. Doors open at 6pm. Admission is $10 at 
the door with a new, unopened toy for donation (or $20 
without a toy).

 Toys For Tots event to be held 

Browns Wildly Amaze
 With Wild Card Win  

‘King of Ameri-
can Seafood’ 
grills it up

 The Friends of Zack Reed will sponsor its 22nd 
Annual 2018 Toys for Tots Holiday Party & Celebrity 
Fashion Show with the goal to collect 1,000 toys for the 
needy children of Northeast Ohio. Beverages will be pro-
vided with admission. Celebrities invited include: Alec 
Blackmon, Andrea Vecchio, Tiffany Tarpley, and Vanessa 
Whiting, Esq. Doors open at 6pm. Admission is $10 at 
the door with a new, unopened toy for donation (or $20 
without a toy).

 Toys For Tots event to be held ...

Tuesday, January 13, 2020- Friday, January 15, 2021

Kid’s Corner

      

This Week  
Last Week           
Last Year  

AAA Fuel Gauge Gasoline Price Survey
Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline

about 10 million fewer than at 
the start of 2020. This year-over-
year deficit, combined with low-
er refinery production rates and 
ongoing refinery maintenance, 
is also contributing to the rise at 
the pump.
 If crude prices remain 
high and gasoline stocks re-
main low, Americans may see 
prices push higher this month, 
irrespective of demand. On the 
week, all state gas price averages 
are more expensive with near-
ly 30 state averages increasing 
by at least a nickel. Three states 
saw double-digit jumps: West 
Virginia (+17 cents), New Mex-
ico (+11 cents) and Florida (+10 
cents). With this week’s pump 
prices increasing, only one states 
has an average of less than $2/
gallon: Mississippi ($1.99).
 Motorists can find cur-
rent gas prices nationwide, state-
wide, and countywide at Gas-
Prices.AAA.com.

 At $2.31, the national 
gas price average is at its highest 
in 10 months. Pump prices have 
increased despite gas demand 
falling from 8.1 million b/d to 7.4 
million b/d — the lowest level re-
corded since the end of May 2020, 
according to the Energy Informa-
tion Administration’s (EIA) latest 
weekly report. Today’s average is 
six cents more than last week, 16 
cents more than a month ago, but 
still cheaper than last year by 27 
cents.
 Rising prices can be 
attributed largely to tightening 
supply and rising crude oil pric-
es, which are outweighing de-
creasing demand.
 Last week, West Texas 
Intermediate pushed to its high-
est price point since before the 
pandemic, ending the week at 
$52.84 per barrel. Also, by EIA 
measurements, U.S. gasoline 
supply sits at 241 million barrels. 
While this is the healthiest meas-
urement since August 2020, its 
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Gasoline prices rise in the New Year
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Toys For Tots event to be held Toys For Tots event to be held MLK Day celebration to be held
 Intrafaith Ministries of Lorain County will 
present an intergenerational, multicultural, and in-
terreligious “Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King 
-Healing the Wounded”  on Monday, January 18 
from 1:00-3:00 p.m.at God’s Kingdom, 1671 N. 
Ridge Road, Lorain. Due to the pandemic, the com-
memoration will be virtual. 

Councilman Johnson under investigation; a double standard
 3 News reporter Mark 
Naymik wrote articles for cleve-
land.com about how Cleveland 
City Councilman Ken Johnson 
used his city expense account. He 
questioned Johnson’s receiving 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in reimbursement with limited 
documentation during his 40 year 
tenure. 
 According to an article in 
Scene magazine, “After sustained 
reporting on Johnson and the 
Buckeye Shaker Square Develop-
ment Corporation in 2018 from 
reporter Mark Naymik, who was 
then a columnist for cleveland.
com, city council hired an outside 
consultant to audit the body’s dis-
cretionary spending. It found that 
11 of council’s 17 members, in-
cluding both Johnson and Coun-
cil President Kevin Kelley, were 
routinely failing to document 
expenses for which they were re-
imbursed. Kelley vowed then to 
“tighten” council rules on these 
ward funds.” 

Kid’s Corner

‘Stand for racial justice’ winners announced
 Cuyahoga Community 
College (Tri-C®) recently asked 
Northeast Ohio teens to weigh 
in on a question that society of-
ten struggles to answer: What is 
racism, and what should we do 
about it?
 Their answers offer op-
timism for the future while illu-
minating a path toward a more 
inclusive community.
 “Our goal in sponsor-
ing this essay contest was to 
advance the public conversation 
on racism by inviting students 
to think deeply about what it is 
and how best to address it,” said 
Matthew Jordan, dean of hu-
manities at Tri-C. “Their work 
helps us confront both the reali-
ties and the complexities of race 
and racism in America today.”
 Nearly 200 students 
from a seven-county area sub-
mitted essays for the contest, 
which is part of the College’s 
Stand for Racial Justice. Sub-
missions were judged in two 
groups, assigned by grade level.
 Winners were:Seniors/
Juniors
 Wendy Wu of Solon 
(Solon High School)
 Miles Watts of Lake-
wood (Lakewood High School)
 Ava Parikh of Solon 
(Solon High School)
  Sophomores/Freshmen
 Ethan Khorana of 
Shaker Heights (Mastery School 
of Hawken)
 Elisa Unangst of 
Twinsburg (Twinsburg High 
School)
 Aparna Srikanth of So-
lon (Solon High School)
 Cash prizes are be-
ing awarded as follows in each 
category: $1,000 for first place, 

$500 for second place and $250 for 
third place.
 In addition, authors of 
the top five senior/junior submis-
sions are guaranteed entry into 
Tri-C’s Mandel Scholars Academy 
if they enroll at the College. Ad-
mission into the academy includes 
a scholarship valued at more than 
$10,000.
 Tri-C’s Stand for Racial 

 · Cleveland.com has now-
reported that the FBI is investigat-
ing Johnson. Johnson had no com-
ment, and no one has been charged.
 The series of articles tar-
geting Johnson, presently, the lon-
gest serving African American rep-
resentative, has been laser focused 
on his activities. The activities of 
other council members have not 
been as closely scrutinized.
 Take the case, for ex-

ample of former Cleveland Council-
man Joe Cimperman who served in 
council from 1997-2016, and during 
his tenure voted to authorize millions 
of dollars in public funds to nonprofit 
LAND Studio where his wife Nora 
Romanoff is the associate director.
He also served on the Board of the 
nonprofit. (Cimperman is now CEO 
of his own non-profit, Global Cleve-
land, where his salary is double the 
salary that he earned as a council-

man).
 Beginning in 2009, an 
Ohio Ethics Commission re-
port revealed that Cimperman 
received more than 350 gifts in 
2008, more than all of his fel-
low city council members com-
bined. 
 In 2015, The Ohio Eth-
ics Commission announced an 
investigation to Joe Cimperman 
regarding city contracts that 
were awarded to LAND Studio
 In 2018, the Commis-
sion found that Cimperman, as 
a City Councilman, had, on 26 
occasions, voted on or crafted 
legislation that award contracts 
to his wife’s employer despite 
“Ohio State Law states than an 
elected official may not “Autho-
rize, or employ the authority or 
influence of the public official’s 
office to secure authorization of 
any public contract in which the 
public official, a member of the 
public official’s family, or any of 
the public official’s business as-
sociates has an interest.” 
 LAND Studio’s annual 
budget averaged about $2 mil-
lion, but in 2014, it spiked at 
$12 million dollars.
 Cimperman had both 
sponsored and voted for legis-
lation granting a city contract 

McHale

 Jude Alexander McHale:
Jude is almost 14 months old. He 
loves watching his big sister and 
trying to run. He giggles at puppets 
and Mickey Mouse. He also likes to 
go on afternoon walks with Mom 
and Dad. 

The Real Meaning of The

Rev. Dr. King Holiday
By LERONE BENNETT

 Three hundred and ninety 
three years after 20 blacks landed 
at Jamestown, 153 years after the 
signing of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation, and 68 years after  the 
Supreme Court banned segregation, 
the United States of America North 
and South, black brown and white 
-- will stop for 24 hours to honor 
the memory and the life of a black 
American for the 35th year.
 Because he lived and 
dreamed and died, many factories, 
offices, schools and all federal and 
many state agencies will be closed.
 All over America, men, 
women and little children will link 
hands and hopes in an unprec-
edented national holiday for Martin 
Luther King, Jr., the grandson of a 
former slave, who rose to spiritual 
heights attained by few mortals and 
thereby fulfilled the Biblical adage 
which says "he who is last shall be 
first."
 The first astonishing rec-
ognition of black initiative and 
leadership would have been in-
conceivable a few years ago, and 
it marks a great divide in the rela-
tionship between black and white 
Americans.
 For on King's Day, Janu-
ary 18, Americans of all races, 
backgrounds and political persua-
sions, segregationists as well as 
integrationists, will be forced to 
take official notice, not only of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., but also of 
the maids, the sharecroppers, the 
students and the Rosa Parks,who 
made him what he was.
 Martin Luther King, Jr. 
was born on January 15, 1926 and 
he died on April 4, 1968.
 This is the tradition and 
the hope that the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. tradition speaks in and 
through the King holiday, telling us 
that a people who could produce a 

King has no need for fears or apolo-
gies or doubts. As the first black 
American honored, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. joins the most exclusive of 
all American clubs. Ironically, and 
significantly, the only other Ameri-
can honored by a national holiday is 
George Washington.
 There is irony -- and truth 
-- in this. For King and his non-
violence army gave America a new 
freedom. They banished the Jim 
Crow signs, browned American 
politics, and transformed the student 
movement, the women's movement 
and the church.
 And all Americans are in-
debted to King and the nonviolent 
liberators who broke into American 
history like beneficent burglars, 
bringing with them the gifts of vi-
sion, passion and truth. It can be 
argued, in fact, that King freed more 
white people than black people.
 This, then, is a national 
holiday with national implications. 
And we are called, in and through 
the holiday, to the national task 
of  continuing the struggle for the 
fulfillment of King's dream.
 The crucial point here and 
elsewhere is that this is not a holi-
day for rest and frivolity and play. 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
January 15, 1929 - April 4, 1968

This is a day for study, struggle and 
preparation for the victory to come. 
It is a day set aside for measuring 
ourselves and America against the 
terrible yardstick of King's hope.
 And if we ever loved him, 
we will use this time to mobilize 
against the evils he identified in his 
last article -- the evils of racism, mili-
tarism, unemployment and violence.
 It is on this deep level, 
and in the context of personal re-
sponsibilities, that the King holiday 
assumes its true meaning. For it is 
not enough to celebrate King, it is 
necessary also to vindicate him by 
letting his light shine in our own 
lives.
 It was King's genius to 
suggest that every man, woman and 
child is responsible for his/her own 
freedom.
 "A man who will not die 
for something," he said, "is not fit to 
live."
 And the only question 
before us in this holiday season is 
what are we doing and what are we 
prepared to do to ensure that King 
did not dream and die in vain. 
 Beyond all that, we are 
challenged in this month to remem-
ber one of his greatest legacies: hope. 
For he never ceased to believe that 
the dream and the dreamers would 
prevail. And if he could speak to us 
this month from his grave, he would 
tell us that nothing can stop us here 
if we keep the faith of our fathers and 
mothers, walk together and dream 
together.
 It is with this understanding, 
and this hope, that we dedicate this 
holiday to the memory of an Ameri-
can giant who will be remembered.  
To appropriate the words of poet 
Robert E. Hayden, "not with statues, 
rhetoric, not with legends and poems, 
but with the lives grown out of his 
life, the lives fleshing his dream of 
the beautiful, needful thing."

Justice seeks to advance racial eq-
uity and healing in the community. 
The College’s Jack, Joseph and 
Morton Mandel Humanities Cen-
ter sponsored the contest in part-
nership with cleveland.com, The 
Plain Dealer and Sun News.
 Visit tri-c.edu/essaywin-
ners to read the winning submis-
sions.

Women’s March to be held
  Women’s March Cleveland will be held at Mar-
ket Square on Saturday, January 23. The rally will start 
at 1 p.m. with speakers and entertainment followed by 
the march. The march held last year on October 17 was 
organized by Kathy Wray Coleman, head organizer and 
Cleveland activist. Women’s March Cleveland pushes for 
equality and public policy changes for women across the 
board, and regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, sexual 
orientation, or socioeconomic status.

Johnson

worth $200,000 to the firm to pro-
duce detailed design and engineer-
ing plans for the downtown Malls 
B and C, related to the Convention 
Center project. Cimperman also 
sponsored resolutions supporting 
the firm’s applications for about $2 
million in state grants to acquire 
land for the Lake Link Trail project 
on the West Bank of the Flats.
 In a written statement 
about Cimperman’s involvement, 
Ohio Auditor Dave Yost said the 
evidence in the case “revealed a 
clear-cut conflict of interest.”
 According to court docu-
ments, Cimperman knowingly had 
“an interest in the profits or benefits 
of a public contract entered into by 
or for the use of the political subdi-
vision or governmental agency or 
instrumentality with which he was 
connected.”
 He was charged with hav-
ing an unlawful interest in a pub-
lic contract. The 26 charges — all 
misdemeanors — allege the crimes 
were committed on various dates 
from 2002 to 2012.
 In court, Cimperman ad-
mitted that he broke the law 26 
times while serving the city. Cim-
perman faced a maximum sentence 
of up to six months in county jail 
for each count. 
 Cuyahoga County Com-
mon Pleas Judge Michael Russo 

sentenced him to a year’s proba-
tion, a $10,000 fine and 100 hours 
of community service. 
 During the trial, prosecu-
tor Anderson  noted that his wife’s 
salary went from $52,000 in 2006 
to $125,000 in 2016. Cimperman’s 
lawyer countered stating that Ro-
manoff’s salary increased because 
she went from a part-time to a full-
time employee.
 Judge Russo said that he 
was worried that Cimperman vio-
lated the public’s trust and created 
at least an appearance to the public 
that his family benefited from his 
votes. 
 How different is the press 
coverage of Cimperman, who was 
actually charged with crimes, and 
Naymik’s constant negative re-
porting of Johnson.
 Johnson has served Ward 
4 for decades. 
 According to his coun-
cil page “Councilman Johnson is 
chairman of council’s Municipal 
Services & Properties Committee. 
He also serves on the Transporta-
tion Committee.Councilman John-
son has gained wide recognition 
for his work with the city’s youth, 
as he has organized sports and out-
doors programs, including camp-
ing, fishing and cross-country 
skiing. The Kenneth L. Johnson 
Recreation Center on Woodland 
Avenue, which has a water park for 
kids, was dedicated in 2001.”  
 Johnson’s constituents 
have spoken with their votes.

Cimperman
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VANTAGE POINT
Young Black Democrats send a message to party

YOUR HEALTH

Humphrey

 Latyna Humphrey, Pres-
ident of the Central Ohio Young 
Black Democrats, along with the ex-
ecutive committee and other groups 
sent a letter to the Ohio Democratic 
Party:
 Dear Ohio Democratic 
Party Executive Committee,
 Over these past weeks, 
Ohio Young Black Democrats’ 
members throughout the state have 
had the opportunity to observe and 
evaluate the various candidates' 
agendas for the Ohio Democratic 
Party Chair. We’ve got the chance 
to know the candidates and held a 
public forum, dove deep into their 
background, their political ideology, 
and their vision to elevate Demo-
cratic values and candidates across 
the state. We want to thank all the 
candidates for engaging in meaning-
ful conversations about what Demo-
crats in Ohio must do to merge and 
develop an inclusive strategy on 
how we can organize, build a bench, 
and flip Ohio blue. After careful 
consideration and consultation with 
our leadership across the state, we 
are proud to announce that we, the 
Ohio Young Black Democrats, will 
officially endorse Elizabeth Walters 
to be the next Chair of the Ohio 
Democratic Party. 
 Our leadership through-
out the state decided to publicly 
support Ms. Walters, understanding 
that she brings a level of proven ex-
perience, expertise, and knowledge 
of the need to invest in, engage, 
and uplift Black voices within the 
Democratic party. Ms. Walters un-
derstands that for Democrats to flip 

Ohio blue, we must intentionally and 
consistently work with members of 
the Black community, the bedrock 
of the Democratic Party, to develop 
and execute strategies that will uplift 
communities that are often under-
served and underrepresented. As a 
grassroots organizer, Ms. Walters un-
derstands how to both energize and 
empower communities into action. 
The values Ms. Walters will bring to 
the Ohio Democratic Party as Chair-
woman will be innovative and inclu-
sive for not just young Democrats 
looking to get involved in Ohio, but 
for young Black people to make a 
meaningful difference in their com-
munity. We are proud to endorse her 
candidacy formally. We look forward 
to potentially working with her as a 
partner who will invest in, engage, 
and uplift Black voters across the 

state as we fight to elect Democrats 
up and down the ballot and flip Ohio 
blue.
 While we support Ms. 
Walters' candidacy, we felt the need 
to speak out against the closed-door 
conversations in this process that 
have excluded Ohio's Black Demo-
cratic leaders. Black people are the 
backbone of the Democratic Party 
and represent the most consistent 
Democratic voting block in Ohio 
to date. Conversations and back-
door deals represent an antiquated 
and exclusionary process that only 
serves to alienate Black people who 
have given everything to the Demo-
cratic Party and have worked tire-
lessly to be included in major deci-
sions regarding the party's direction 
and its leadership. These processes 
represent a larger issue within the 
national Democratic Party. They dis-
respect Black leaders, and Black vot-
ers in our state and our nation, and 
thereby do a disservice to the party 
as a whole. The communities that 
we serve see this lack of engagement 
and lack of respect and it erodes trust 
in the Democratic Party. This erosion 
of trust impacts voter engagement 
and turnout, making it harder for 
Ohio Democrats to get elected. This 
much change. We and the communi-
ties we serve deserve better from the 
Democratic Party. It is our sincere 
hope that Ms. Walters, who we sup-
port as the next Chair of the Ohio 
Democratic Party, will fully commit 
to changing the party's culture. We 
stand with the leadership of the Ohio 
Legislative Black Caucus and other 

Black elected officials who have 
raised the same concerns we voice 
to you today. 
 Ms. Walters, we firmly 
believe that to fulfill your stated 
commitment to invest, engage, and 
uplift Black voices within the Dem-
ocratic party, the following items 
must be addressed and executed by 
you and your incoming team:
 A commitment to pick-
ing a Black Vice-Chair and/or Ex-
ecutive Director who both the Ohio 
Legislative Black Caucus and the 
Ohio Young Black Democrats sup-
port
 A commitment to regu-
larly meeting with the leadership of 
the Ohio Young Black Democrats 
and Ohio Legislative Black Caucus 
to discuss grassroots outreach and 
organizing strategies
 A commitment to invest 
in both the Ohio Young Black Dem-
ocrats and Ohio Legislative Black 
Caucus
  A commitment to en-
suring that over 20% of the Ohio 
Democratic Party Executive 
Committee and over 20% of the 
Ohio Democratic Party staff are 
representative of the Black com-
munity in Ohio
 Commitment to en-
gaging with the Ohio Young 
Black Democrats and Ohio Leg-
islative Black Caucus in a for-
mal vetting process when con-
ducting candidate recruitment 
and considering endorsements 
of candidates for statewide of-
fice.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

Keep your mask on to protect love ones and self
 N A P S - E x p e r t s 
of all sorts now say face 
masks are a must to pre-
vent the spread of COV-
ID-19. Someone you meet 
could have the coronavirus 
and not realize it. Not all 
masks work equally well, 
however, researchers have 
discovered. Here are some 
of the most important fea-
tures to look for when 
choosing a mask, accord-
ing to the latest conclu-
sions.
 Mask Types and 
Filtering Effectiveness
 When it comes to 
what types of masks are 
best, there are different 
levels of protection.
  A Lancet study 
shows 96% protection 
from N95 masks with 
single layer cloth masks 
offering as little as 5% 
protection.  N95 masks are 
considered the best of the 
best but they may be hard 
to find because healthcare 
workers are the top prior-
ity due to their high ex-
posure to COVID. Where 
does that leave you? 
 Masks with an 
FDA 510k approved N95 
substantial equivalent 
mask which passes and 
even exceeds all the FDA 
tests required for an N95 
mask.   
 “There is no rea-
son for consumers to 
have such a low level of 
protection with a cloth 
mask when N95 substan-
tial equivalent masks are 
now becoming available 
in the 100s of millions and 
bring an average of 97% 
protection to consumers,” 
says COVID Educator and 
former TV Chief Medical 
correspondent Bob Arnot, 
MD.
 “N95 and surgi-
cal masks are the most 
effective at preventing 
the spread of coronavi-
rus—that’s why everyone 
should reserve them for 
healthcare workers,” adds 
Dr. Arnot. “The good news 
is, saving N95 masks for 
healthcare workers doesn’t 
leave you vulnerable: you 
just need to choose a mask 
that’s designed to deliver 
the protection and filtra-
tion properties of these 
masks.”
 Your mask needs 

to allow enough air flow 
that you don’t struggle to 
breathe, since you’re more 
likely to keep your mask 
on if you’re comfortable 
whether you are at the 
gym or shopping at your 
local market.
  Ideally, the air 
flow should be through 
the weave and not through 
gaps around the mouth or 
eyes. 
 A face mask has 
good breathability when 
the wearer’s breath can fil-
ter through the material. If 
it’s too dense, air escapes 
out the sides and doesn’t 
let the mask do its job. 
The mask has to catch wa-
ter droplets from coughs, 
sneezes, and talking and 
protect against the min-
ute airborne virus. Look 
for nano-fiber material for 
both lightweight breath-
ability and protection 
from pathogens.   
 Mask quality and 
usage is very important. 
Many masks are of such 
poor quality that they fail 
to protect with prolonged 
exposure in stale air,” says 
Dr. Arnot..
 “People don’t re-
alize that a single layer 
cotton mask may provide 
only 5% protection versus 
97.6% on average for N95 
substantial equivalents. I 
was looking for masks to 
protect myself, my family 
and my community and 
came across AirQueen.
com’s FDA 510k ap-
proved N95 substantial 

equivalent. AirQueen.
com’s next generation 
technology brings an av-
erage of 97% protection, 
which helps protect you 
and those around you.” 
I’ve bought over 2000 for 
local schools and family. 
The customer service has 
been superb. 
 “N95 and surgical 
masks are the most effective 
at preventing the spread of 
coronavirus—that’s why 
everyone should reserve 
them for healthcare work-
ers,” advises Dr. Arnot. 
“The good news is, saving 
N95 masks for health-care 
workers doesn’t leave you 
vulnerable: you just need 
to choose a mask that’s 
designed to mimic the pro-
tection and filtration prop-
erties of these masks.
 Air Queen masks 
are made of nano-fiber 
that’s lightweight, com-
fortable, and arranged in 
a fishnet matrix for op-
timal filtration, durabil-
ity and breathability. This, 
coupled with its excellent 
filtration protection, puts 
it on the same tier as the 
high-grade PPE healthcare 
workers use.
  Best of all, 
AirQueen.com also offers 
a 75% ethanol spray which 
lets you clean the mask up 
to 10 times with full effi-
cacy making it very afford-
able, about 20 cents a day.” 
Shoppers applying the 
code ‘SAFE’ at AirQueen.
com will receive a 10% 
discount. 

By NATHANIEL SILLIN

 The economy has 
taken its toll on American 
households over the last 
year, leaving many home-
owners strapped for cash—
but you may not have to be 
among them. Here’s some 
good news: 
 If you’ve lived in 
your home for some time or 
if it has appreciated in value, 
you may be sitting on sub-
stantial wealth in the form 
of home equity. In fact, The 
Wall Street Journal found 
that homeowners with mort-
gages hold nearly $10 trillion 
in home equity thanks to a 

decade of rising home prices.
 If meeting financial 
obligations is straining your 
cash resources, now is a good 
time to explore tapping into 
your home equity. Here are 
three options, including an in-
novation that might be right 
for you:
 Home Equity Loans
 A home equity loan 
is onewith a fixed interest rate 
over a fixed term, using your 
home equity as collateral. 
Lenders will take a number of 
factors into consideration in-
cluding your combined loan-
to-value ratio, the appraised 
value of your home, and your 
own credit history. Some 

homeowners like this option 
because they can accommo-
date fixed monthly payments 
and the additional debt bur-
den. However an increasing 
number of homeowners have 
found lenders have tightened 
their criteria and are unable to 
qualify.
 Home Value Invest-
ments
 A Home Value In-
vestment, also called home 
equity sharing, is an innova-
tive offering that emerged 4 
years ago. Companies, such 
as Noah, which offer this 
product provide upfront fund-
ing in exchange for a share of 
your home’s value. Unlike a 
home equity loan, there are no 
monthly payments over the 
period of the investment—
typically 10 years. At the end 
of the term, you buy out the 
investment by refinancing, 
selling, or with savings. The 
amount you owe is based on 
your home value, whether it 
has gone up or gone down. 
Some homeowners like this 
option because it does not 
require monthly payments or 
add more debt to their credit 

Using the equity in your home
reports. However, Home 
Value Investments are only 
available in select places, so 
you should check your eligi-
bility.
 Cash Out Refinanc-
ing
 When you refi-
nance your mortgage to take 
cash out of your home, you 
replace your existing mort-
gage with a larger mortgage, 
often at a lower rate. To 
take advantage of a lower 
rate, you’ll pay origination 
fees and likely have higher 
monthly payments over time. 
In times of economic uncer-
tainty, if your home declines 
in value, you could end up 
with a mortgage that exceeds 
your home value. 
 For further infor-
mation on options to access 
your home equity, visit www.
Noah.co.
 Nathaniel Sillin 
directs Visa’s financial edu-
cation programs. To follow 
Practical Money Skills on 
Twitter: www.twitter.com./
PracticalMoney.
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Wanted 
Cleveland Buckeyes Baseball Team

Baseball Collectibles 
Items From Other Cleveland Teams That 
Played In The Professional Negro League
Autographed Baseballs - Photos - Programs

Bats - Schedules - Yearbooks - Tickets - Movies
Guides - Buttons - Postcards - Baseball Cards

Also Wanted Items On:
Satchel Paige - Larry Doby - Luke Easter  

Minnie Monoso - Al Smith 
Dave Pope - Dave Hoskins

Paying Top Dollar 
Call (330) 856-7047 or (216) 721-1674

READ
EAST SIDE

DAILY NEWS 
ON LINE

www.eastsidedailynews.com
Call (216) 721-1674

Wanted Experienced
Journalist

Call (216) 721-1674

Newspaper For Sale
Ideal For Person

Who Wants To Be
Involved In Total
Cleveland Area!

Call (216) 721-1674

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers                

Visit Our Website: Class1Pavers.com

Specializing In Residential Driveways

Need Help?    Great Financing!!
Call:  (216) 397-6349

Roof Repair & Tune-up            

1481 Warresnville Ctr. Rd.South Euclid, Ohio 44121

A + Rating By BBB 

• Siding
• Masonary Work
• Rec. Rooms *
• Seal Coating
• Siding
• Roofing
• Handicap Shower 

And Walk In Tubs

Roof Leaks? We Can Help!





Kitchen and Bathroom
30% Savings

• Windows

"ISLAM IN THE COMMUNITY"

For questions or more information on ISLAM contact:
Imam Mutawaf  Shaheed

216-938-8059
email: masjidalmumin@yahoo.com

In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful

Masjid Al-Mumin/ Islamic Revivalist Movement
2690 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44104

Driveway
(Concrete and Asphalt)

Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Cash, Money Orders, NO Checks Please!
Make Money Orders Payable To:  Robert Williams Jr.
Pick Up Location: 10210 Woodland Avenue (Rear)
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
Every Monday
Grafton Correction........... $40.00
Morning Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 11:00 a.m.
Afternoon Visit Time 12:00 p.m. To 3:00 p.m.        NO Refunds
                                                                 Money Must Be In A Week
                                                                 In Advance NO Exceptions 
Every Wednesday
Richland Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 7:30 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Richland Correction Goes by Odd Number Day Visit Or Even Number
Day Visit You Could Contact Richland Correction For That
Information Or You Could Also Contact:
Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Every Friday
Mansfield Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m.
Saturday Reservations Only
Marion Correction..........$60.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.

Children Under 12 Years Of Age Ride Half Price
Proof Of Childs Age Is Required

For Information Contact: Junie: (216) 795-1705 Or (216) 269-6636

For All Your Printing - Call: (216) 721-1674
Business Cards - Flyers
Pamphlets - Brochures

Wedding Invitations
Calendars - Obituaries

Religious Literature
We Design And Typeset Your 

Material Professionally

REPUBLIC A-1
AUTO PARTS

Quality In Used Car Parts

Complete Line of 
Foreign And Domestic Parts

Used & Rebuilt
Auto Parts For Sale

3210 East 65th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44127

(216) 271-3000
(216) 271-4200

Letters To The Editor
Submit to:

esdn1@yahoo.com

By DR. JAMES L. SNY-
DER

 I have lived long 
enough to know that the 
only change that has any 
kind of reality is the change 
in my pocket. I keep track 
of that change with great su-
pervision and count it every 
day.
 When people tell 
me that this is a New Year 
and there will be a lot of 
changes this year, I search 
my pocket because that’s 
the only change I want to 
know about.
 Looking back over 
my life, the most signifi-
cant change that ever came 
to me was the day I said “I 
do” to the future Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage. 
At the time, and it’s good 
for me that I didn’t know, I 
didn’t know what “I do” re-
ally meant.
 Oh yes, I under-
stood it had to do with mar-
riage, but at that time, I had 
no idea what marriage was 
all about. I thought, as many 
of the songs tell me, love 
will conquer everything. 
All you need to do is have 
love, and that will be all you 
need.
 When I said, “I do,” 
my life changed like I never 
expected it to change. And 
mostly, I must admit, for the 
better. I have no complaints.
 Knowing a young 
lady and then living with 
that young lady for 50 years 
was quite a change in my 
life. I will never know how 
she put up with me, and be-
lieve me, I will never ask.
 That is the only 
change that had any real 
significance in my life. Of 
course, when the children 
came along, there was some 
aspect of change but not so 
much. Children come and 
go, and then they leave the 
nest.
 As we start a New 
Year, everybody is antici-
pating change. But I don’t 
believe in that kind of 
change, as I said. I think 
everything will be quite 

the same as it was last year. 
Sure, there will be a few 
modifications, but as far as 
change is concerned, I don’t 
believe it’s going to happen.
 When we began 
last year, everybody was 
excited about the New Year. 
Then certain things happen 
that brought all of that to 
the floor. Who would’ve ex-
pected what had happened?
 There were 
change-like happenings in 
people’s lives this past year. 
But really, we all ended up 
almost where we started. 
That may not seem to be 
true, but here we are.
 Whenever we go 
through something that 
people call a “change,” on 
the other side everything is 
about the same. Maybe a lit-
tle bit of variation, but noth-
ing really changes when 
you come right down to it.
 The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage made 
this pretty clear to me just 
recently. As we were think-
ing about the New Year, she 
said, “What change do you 
see in the coming year?”
 The only change 
I can think of came from a 
song from the sixties, “Oh 
my friend, we’re older but 
no wiser” (Mary Hopkin).
 The only change 
I can see on my horizon is 
that I’m going to get older. 
And believe me, I plan to 
get as old as I possibly can 
because I know what hap-
pens if you don’t get older.
 And that song is 
right; we are older but no 
wiser, and that’s not going 
to change. When I think 
I have arrived at a certain 
level of wisdom, I find out I 
didn’t know all of the facts.
 So, I explained to 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage, “The only 
change I can see for me this 
year is I’m going to get old-
er.”
 She looked at me 
with one of her penetrat-
ing stares and said, “I don’t 
think getting older is going 
to make any change in your 
life.”

 Of course, she was 
right. No matter how old I 
get, nothing is really going to 
change in my life.
 Oh yes, I walk a 
little slower, and there are 
pains in my body in areas I 
didn’t know I had. I forget a 
lot of things that I once could 
remember. I remember things 
that never happened. To me, 
that’s a good thing.
 To show that I’m 
not going to be changing 
this year, I said to my wife, 
“What change do you see in 
the coming year?”
 It wasn’t long be-
fore I realized that her idea 
of change and my idea of 
change had no connection 
whatsoever. She had a list 
of things she was going to 
change in the house.
 The first is she’s go-
ing to change her craft room 
to get more stuff in the room. 
Then, she’s going to change 
this room and that room and 
help me change my office 
room, and by the time she 
was done, everything in our 
world according to her was 
going to change.
 I’m not going to 
contradict that change be-
cause I know the ramifica-
tions of doing such a thing. 
Chaos is not my idea of hap-
piness.
 While she was de-
scribing all the changes she’s 
going to see accomplished 
this year, I happened to think 
of what old Solomon said. 
“The thing that hath been, 
it is that which shall be; and 
that which is done is that 
which shall be done: and 
there is no new thing under 
the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9).
 When my wife 
changes her craft room, it 
will still be “her craft room.” 
Sometimes changing things 
makes us feel good about 
ourselves and our life. In the 
end, everything is the same.
 He lives with his 
wife, Martha, in Silver 
Springs Shores. Call him at 
1-866-552-2543 or e-mail 
jamessnyder2@att.net or 
website www.jamessnyder-
ministries.com.

A Look At My World

Well, here we go again

Islamic holidays that every American should know
 Muslims have two 
major religious observances 
each year, Ramadan and the 
Hajj, and several holidays 
connected with each one. 
All Islamic holidays are ob-
served according to the lunar-
based Islamic calendar.
 Ramadan
 Each year, cor-
responding with the ninth 
month of the lunar calendar, 
Muslims spend a month in 
daytime fasting. This obser-
vance is called Ramadan. 
From dawn to sunset during 
this month, Muslims abstain 
from food, liquids, smok-
ing, and sex. This fast is an 
extremely important aspect 
of the Muslim faith: in fact, 
it is one of the Five Pillars of 
Islam.
 Laylat al-Qadr
 Toward the end of 
Ramadan, Muslims observe 
the “Night of Power” in com-
memoration of the time when 
the first verses of the Qur’an 
were revealed to Muham-
mad.
 Eid al-Fitr
 At the end of Rama-
dan, Muslims celebrate the 
“Festival of Fast-Breaking.” 
On the day of Eid, fasting is 
prohibited. The end of Rama-
dan is generally celebrated by 
a ceremonial fast-breaking, 

as well as the performance 
of the Eid prayer in an open, 
outdoor area or mosque.
 Hajj
 Each year during 
the 12th month of the Islamic 
calendar, millions of Mus-
lims make an annual pilgrim-
age to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, 
the birthplace of Muhammad. 
This pilgrimage is known as 
the Hajj.
 Day of Arafat
 During the ninth 
day of the Hajj, the holiest 
day in Islam, pilgrims gather 
at the Plain of Arafat to seek 
God’s mercy, and Muslims 
elsewhere fast for the day. 
Muslims around the world 
gather at mosques for a soli-
darity prayer.
 Eid al-Adha
 At the end of the 
annual pilgrimage, Muslims 
celebrate the “Festival of 
Sacrifice.” It includes a ritual 
sacrifice of a sheep, camel, or 
goat, an action meant to com-
memorate the trials of the 
Prophet Abraham.
 Other Muslim Holy 
Days: Other than these two 
major observances and their 
corresponding celebrations, 
there are no other universally 
observed Islamic holidays. 
Some Muslims acknowledge 
other events from Islamic 

history, which are considered 
holidays by some but not all 
Muslims:
 Islamic New Year: 1 
Muharram
 Al-Hijra, the first 
day of Muharram, marks the 
beginning of the Islamic New 
Year. The date was chosen to 
commemorate Muhammad’s 
hijra to Medina, a key mo-
ment in Islamic theological 
history.
 Ashura: 10 Mu-
harram
 The Ashura marks 
the anniversary of the death 
of Husein, the grandson of 
Muhammad. Celebrated 
mainly by Shi’ite Muslims, 
the date is commemorated by 
fasting, blood donation, and 
performances.

 Mawlid an-Nabi: 12 
Rabia’ Awal
 Mawlid al-Nabim, 
celebrated on the 12th of 
Rabiulawal, marks the birth 
of Muhammad in A.D. 570. 
The holy day is celebrated 
in different ways by different 
Islamic sects. Some Muslims 
choose to commemorate Mu-
hammad’s birth with gift-
giving and feasts, while oth-
ers condemn this behavior for 
being idolatrous.
 Isra’ & Mi’raj: 27 

Rajab
 Some Muslims 
commemorate Muhammad’s 
journey from Mecca to Jeru-
salem, followed by his ascent 
to heaven and return to Mec-
ca, on the two holy nights of 
Isra’ and Mi’raj. They cele-
brate this holiday by offering 
prayers.
 Holiday Dates for 
2021:Islamic dates are based 
on a lunar calendar, so cor-
responding Gregorian dates 
may vary by one or two days 
from what is listed here.
 Isra and Mi’raj for 
the year 2021 will be cel-
ebrated/ observed on sun-
down of March 10 ending 
at sundown on Thursday, 
March 11. According to the 
Islamic calendar Isra and 
Mi’raj falls on the 27th day 
the seventh month of Rajab. 
For Muslims this day relates 
to Prophet Mohammad’s trip 
from Mecca to Jerusalem and 
his ascension into heaven.
 Ramadan for the 
year 2021 starts on the eve-
ning of Monday, April 12th 
lasting 30 days and ending 
at sundown on Tuesday, May 
11. Islamic holidays always 
begin at sundown and end at 

sundown the following day/
days ending the holiday or 
festival. Ramadan is the ninth 
month of the Islamic calen-
dar.
 Eid al-Fitr in 2021 is 
on Thursday, the 13th of May 
(13/5/2021). Note that in 
the Muslim calander, a holi-
day begins on the sunset of 
the previous day, so observ-
ing Muslims will celebrate 
Eid al-Fitr on the sunset of 
Wednesday, the 12th of May.
 Hajj 2021 Dates: 
Hajj 2021 will begin on the 
evening of Saturday, 17 July 
2021, and ends in the eve-
ning of Thursday, 22 July 
2021.  
 Day of Arafat for 
the year 2021 is celebrated/ 
observed on sundown of Sun-
day July 18 ending at sun-
down on Monday, July 19. 
Day of Arafat on the Islamic 
calendar falls on the ninth 
day of the month of Dhul-Hi-
jjah. This day for Muslims is 
a day of pilgrimage to Mount 
Arafat where they gather in 
prayer waiting for judgment.
 Eid al-Adha for the 
year 2021 is celebrated/ ob-
served on sundown of Mon-
day, July 19th ending at sun-

down on Tuesday, July 20th. 
Eid al-Adha is held around 
the 10th to the 13th days of 
the Islamic month of Dhu al-
Hijjah and commemorates 
Ibrahim’s sacrifice of his son 
to God.
 Islamic New Year 
Note that with regards to the 
Muslim calendar, a holiday is 
commenced on the sunset of 
the preceding day; thus, Mu-
harram / Islamic New year 
2021 will be observed on the 
sunset of Sunday 8th Aug, 
2021. Muharram / Islamic 
New year always falls on the 
same day according to the Is-
lamic calendar; for it being a 
lunar calendar.
 Ashura for the year 
2021 is celebrated/ observed 
on sundown of Wednesday, 
August 18th ending at sun-
down on Thursday, August 

19th. Ashura marks the 10th 
day of the 1st month of Mu-
harram on the Islamic lunar 
calendar.
 Mawlid al-Nabi 
2021 is on Monday 18th Oc-
tober 2021 (18/10/2021) in 
286 days Note that with re-
gards to the Muslim calendar, 
a holiday is commenced on 
the sunset of the preceding 
day; thus, Mawlid al-Nabi 
2021 will be observed on the 
sunset of Sunday 17th Octo-
ber, 2021.

My Brother’s Keeper program
 U.S. Sen. Sherrod 
Brown (D-OH) hosted a news 
conference call as he helped 
lead the continued expansion 
of the My Brother’s Keeper 
(MBK) Program in Ohio. 
 Brown helped launch 
the statewide coalition of 
MBK in Columbus in 2018 
and has been actively involved 
with the 12 MBK OH chapters 
currently operating, each with 
their own unique focus, and 
each providing instruction and 
programming for students of 
color. 
 My Brother’s Keep-
er wasstarted by President 
Obama as a national initiative 
to address the opportunity gaps 
facing young men of color, and 
to ensure that all young people 
reach their full potential. More 
information on the MBK Ohio 

Program is available here.
 Brown was joined 
on the call by Marsha Mocka-
bee, Co-Chair of the Greater 
Cleveland MBK program and 
Kevin Clayton, Vice Presi-
dent of Diversity, Inclusion 
and Community Engagement 
for the Cleveland Cavaliers as 
they announce their partner-
ship to engage with northeast 
Ohio students and address the 
opportunity gap facing young 
men of color. Rev. Stanley 
Miller, Co-Chair of the Greater 
Cleveland MBK, also joined 
the call. In October, Brown 
also announced a new partner-
ship with the Cincinnati Reds, 
the Cincinnati Museum Cen-
ter, and MBK Ohio to provide 
new virtual programming for 
students.
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 In total, both league games and non-conference games, D’Moi 
Hodge is seventh in scoring (16.5), seventh in field goal percentage (.467) 
and first in steals (2.5). Torrey Patton and Deante Johnson are tied for 
11th in rebounds (6.6), while Johnson is ranked seventh in blocked shots 
(1.6).

Vikings in 1st place Tuesday, January 13, 2020- Friday, January 15, 2021

By KARL BRYANT
  
 Cleveland State surprisingly continues to lead the 
Horizon League’s Men’s Basketball standings with an 8-0 
league record. The Vikings lead the league in scoring de-
fense (63.8 PPG). YSU (3-5 HL, 7-5) beat Wright State (6-
2, 8-3) by a bucket and then the next night, got clobbered, 
93-55, by those same Raiders. Horizon teams play back-to-
backs to limit travel.

Zip shooting team post against TCU
 The 10th-ranked University of Akron rifle 
team welcomes top-rated West Virginia to the Pinn 
Shooting Range for a 9 a.m. match on Saturday, Jan.
uary 16. Freshman Kayla Andreoli (Washington, Pa.) 
and senior Wyatt Openshaw (Parkton, Md.) led Ak-
ron’s efforts posting combined scores of 1171 and 
1169, respectively, in both the smallbore and air rifle 
competitions against No. 3 TCU on Sunday, January 
10.

 

Browns wildly amaze with Wild Card win
By KARL BRYANT

 The Browns 
seemed to astonishingly 
amaze everyone with their 
48-37 takedown of the 
Steelers in the Wild Card 
round of the NFL Playoffs. 
They certainly amazed the 
TV Talking Heads and the 
National Media with not 
only their win, but their 
dominance while doing 
so. Announcers intoned, 
“It seems like 18 years of 
frustration is being taken 
out on the Steelers now,” as 
the Browns streaked to an 
NFL Playoff record 28-0 1st 
Quarter lead.
    In the wildest beginning 
to a game you may ever see, 
perennial Steelers Pro Bowl 
center Maurkice Pouncey 
snapped the ball over the 
head of 6’ 5” QB Ben Ro-
ethlisberger, it rolled into 
the End Zone, and Karl 
Joseph recovered it  for a 
Browns TD. On the Steelers 
next series, M.J. Stewart in-
tercepted Big Ben and three 
plays later, Baker Mayfield 
rifled a TD to Jarvis Landry. 
Following a Steelers punt, it 
took CLE six plays for Ka-
reem Hunt to run it in from 
the 11. A Sheldrick Redwine 
INT set up another Hunt TD 
and basically, it was all over.

    Although a sputtering 
Pittsburgh Media type gave 
“F’s” to the Steelers in ev-
ery category, its not as if 
the Browns were able to 
stop Roethlisberger. It’s a 
good thing they had run out 
to an insurmountable lead, 
because although he threw 
four interceptions, Roethlis-
berger also ended up throw-
ing for an astronomical 501 
yards and four TDs. His 47 
completions in 68 attempts 
was a playoff record. The 
Steelers run game – already 
the worst in the NFL – fell 
into further insignificance 
since Pitt was so far behind. 
They put together 52 rush-
ing yards.
    Mayfield hit 21 of 34 pass-
es for 263 yards and three 

TDs. Besides Landry, Aus-
tin Hooper and Nick Chubb 
caught the other TD passes. 
Led by Chubb’s 76 yards, 
the Browns totaled 127 on 

the ground. Cody Parkey 
made two 4th Quarter FGs.
    What makes the thrash-
ing of the Steelers more 
improbable was that the 

Browns were missing their 
Head Coach Kevin Stefan-
ski, other assistants, some 
starting DBs, and two of 
Mayfield’s protectors on the 
“O”-line. Yet, the Steelers, 
who lead the NFL in sacks 
four years running, were 
unable to get to Mayfield. 
Acting Coach Mike Priefer 
must be a genius.
    The implausibility of it 
all is summed up in Baker’s 
onfield interview after the 
game, as he remarked, “A 
guy named Blake that I in-
troduced myself to literally 
in the lockerroom before the 
game, stepped up in the 4th 
Quarter.” He was referring 
to Blake Hance – making 
his NFL debut - who took 

over in the final stanza for 
an injured Michael Dunn, 
who only was playing be-
cause Pro Bowl OL Joel 
Bitonio was out due to CO-
VID-19 protocol.
    The Browns now visit 
the No. 1 seeded Defend-
ing Champion KC Chiefs, 
who had a BYE, in the 2nd 
Round. The hope is that the 
return of DBs Denzel Ward 
and Kevin Johnson – now 
out of pandemic protocol – 
will help the Browns deal 
with All-World QB Pat Ma-
homes and Cleveland Hts. 
product All-Pro TE Travis 
Kelce, who are waiting for 
them.
    Who knows? Maybe 
lightning will strike again.

Mayfield

Cavs having trouble
By KARL BRYANT

    The Cavs are playing 
shorthanded, thanks to a 
variety of injuries. They 
currently are 5-7, hav-
ing lost their last three 
games. The first two were 
10-point losses, but with 
an even more abbreviated 
lineup, the one on Tuesday 
was a 30-point blowout.
    In that 117-87 loss to 
Utah, the Cavs were led by 
Cedi Osman’s 17 points. 
The Cavs, who were miss-
ing eight players, includ-
ing early season team 
MVP Andre Drummond, 
were outscored in every 
quarter. Old Friend Jordan 
Clarkson led the Jazz with 
21 points off the Bench. 
Bojan Bogdanovic added 
20 for them. The Cavs 
were clobbered in what 
was a long range contest 
as they were just eight of 

31 (25.8%) on treys, while 
the Jazz were a blistering 
24 of 45 (53.3%) from the 
perimeter.
    Utah had their next game 
against Washington post-
poned because the Wiz-
ards don’t have the NBA 
minimum eight players 
available for the game due 
to COVID-19 protocol. 
Too bad the Cavs didn’t 
get a waiver. Speaking of 
waiver (pun intended), the 
Cavs just waived recently 
signed Yogi Farrell, who 
played two games with 
them, and Thon Maker.
    CLE made those moves, 
because they were one of 
four teams involved in the 
James Harden to the Nets 
trade at Press Time. For 
their part, the Cavs send G 
Dante Exum to the Rock-
ets and will receive C Jar-
rett Allen and F Taurean 
Prince from the Nets.

Buckeyes bombed by Alabama; 52-24
By KARL BRYANT 
                      
 Ohio State got 
bombed by Alabama in the Na-
tional Championship Game fol-
lowing the anxiety-filled 2020 
season. There were some who 
said the Buckeyes shouldn’t 
have been in the College Foot-
ball Playoffs since they’d only 
played a pandemic-shortened 
five-game regular season. A 
contingent from the South and 
Southwest said Texas A&M, 
who’d only lost to Alabama 
during the season, should’ve 
been there instead. Yet a pe-
rusal reveals that A&M lost to 
‘Bama, 52-24, the exact same 
score posted in OSU’s CFP Fi-
nal loss. Hmmm.
    It wasn’t the Buckeyes’ fault 
they had three games canceled 
by COVID-19 concerns. They 
beat a very good Northwestern 
squad for the Big Ten title, 22-
10, and then showed they be-
longed by clobbering long-time 
nemesis Clemson, 49-28, in the 
CFP Semifinals.
    In fact, it’s a testament to the 
tenacity of OSU, its athletic 
department, and star QB Justin 
Fields that their season even got 
underway in the Fall. When the 
Big Ten announced in early Au-
gust it was postponing the foot-
ball season until 2021, OSU’s 

administration was among the 
loudest vocal critics. Fields 
started an online petition that 
garnered hundreds of thousands 
of signatures. B1G administra-
tors saw other conferences go-
ing forward, heard their own 
members’ pleas, and finally 
relented. A late October season 
start was announced.
    The Buckeyes were able to 
get in those five games, with 
the closest one being a seven-
point win over vastly-improved 
Indiana. The three canceled 
contests, including the colossal 
rivalry game against Michigan, 
forced the B1G to have to vote 
to allow the Buckeyes to play in 
the title tilt. Other conferences 
also had changed rules in this 
season like no other.
    In the B1G Conference 
Championship Game win over 
Northwestern, graduate transfer 
Trey Sermon - finally getting 
a chance to be a feature back 
- responded by setting an OSU 
record and record for any con-
ference’s title game, with an as-
tounding 331 yards rushing. In 
the CFP Semis, as Fields threw 
six TD strikes, Sermon scam-
pered for 193 more yards.
    Once they got to the CFP 
Finals, though, OSU was un-
able to evenly battle Alabama, 
whose only “close” game was 

a 52-46 win over Florida in the 
SEC title match. On the first 
play from scrimmage, Sermon 
was slammed to the ground, 
and left the field. He went to the 
hospital with a shoulder/collar 
bone injury. Two defensive line 
starters already were out due to 
Covid-19. Fields, who’d suf-
fered an illegal devastating hit 
in the back/ribs in the Semifinal 
game a week before (Clemson’s 
James Skalski was ejected), did 
not look sharp.
    To top it off, OSU Coach 
Ryan Day and his staff were 
woefully outcoached in the 
game. Alabama WR DeVonta 
Smith, fresh off his Heisman 
Trophy win, ran roughshod 
through the Buckeye second-
ary, as he set records in the 1st 
Half alone, catching 12 passes 
for 215 yards and three TDs. 
When a LB ends up trying to 
cover a Heisman-winning re-
ceiver, you know your coaches 
are calling the wrong scheme. 
Double-team, anyone?
    OSU did hold Najee Harris 
to 79 yards running on 22 car-
ries as Alabama had 157 rush-
ing yards. But if you are able 
to seemingly pass at will, why 
bother to run anyway? Despite 
Smith missing most of the 2nd 
Half, Alabama QB Mac Jones 
ended up completing 36 of 45 

passes for 464 yards and five 
TDs. He turned the ball over 
once in the 2nd Quarter on a 
strip sack by Baron Browning 
that let OSU briefly make a 
game of it. The Crimson Tide 
ended up amassing 621 total 
yards and 33 1st Downs.
    A not-looking-fully-healthy 
Fields was a pedestrian 17 of 
33 for 194 yards and a TD. 
He also led the Buckeyes in 
rushing with 67 yards. Master 
Teague III, who’d had the bulk 
of OSU’s carries in the regular 
season before Sermon’s emer-
gence, ran for 65 yards and two 
TDs. OSU had 147 yards on 
the ground, while totaling 341 
yards and 19 1st Downs.
    A somewhat shell-shocked 
Coach Day afterwards re-
marked, “This season has 
been crazy, disruptive, all of 
the above.” He said he did not 
want to give excuses, yet noted, 
“So for us to continually work 
through all of that and get to 
this moment right here, was an 
unbelievable success.” He of-
fered hope for the future, say-
ing, “I couldn’t be prouder of 
our culture, what our kids are 
made of, and where the pro-
gram is headed.”

Boxing Nostalgia
By JIM AMATO

 When the ques-
tion comes up. Who was the 
greatest fighter to come out 
of Mexico? The answer is 
usually Julio Cesar Chavez. 
Some say Salvador Sanchez 
while others may say Ruben 
Olivares. These three are 
truly legendary fighters al-
though to me one other out-
standing boxer from Mexico 
is Carlos Zarate.
 Zarate began his ca-
reer in 1970 and won his first 
52 fights with 51 by knock-
out. Clearly a simply amaz-
ing number. That being said 
a lot of Zarate’s early oppo-
sition may have been in the 
words of Greg Haugen when 
he questioned Chavez’s fine 
record. A bunch of Mexican 
taxi drivers. Well I don’t 
know if I’d go that far but 
Carlos beefed up his record 
with some poor opposition 
yet he was also learning his 
trade and learning it well.
 By 1974 Zarate was 
moving up in the ratings. 
During that time he stopped 
a tough fighter from Odessa, 

Carlos Zarate was one of the best fighters

Texas named James Marti-
nez. He then halted unbeaten 
Joe Guevara. He stopped Or-
lando Amores, Benicio Sosa 
and Nestor Jimenez.
  In May of 1976, 
Zarate halted the talented 
Rodolfo Martinez in nine 
rounds to win the World Box-
ing Council bantamweight 
title. That would lead to a 
run of seven title defenses. 
In 1977, Zarate would meet 
World Boxing Association 
champion Alfonso Zamora in 
a non title match. 
 Zarate won the 
“Battle Of The Z Bombers” 

with a convincing fourth 
round kayo. 
 In 1978, Zarate 
would turn back the chal-
lenge of future champion Al-
berto Davila.
 Zarate decided to 
move up in weight and chal-
lenge the also undefeated 
Wilfredo Gomez for the 
WBC 122 pound title. The 
fight took place on October 
28, 1978 in Puerto Rico. 
The extremely gifted Go-
mez appeared to be too fast 
for Zarate. Wilfredo had Za-
rate down and the fight was 
stopped in the fifth round 
with Gomez retaining his 
title.
 Zarate would drop 
back to 118 pounds where he 
would defend his WBC title 
one more time and then meet 
tough Lupe Pintor. Zarate 
started well but Pintor came 
on strong in the later rounds. 
After 15 rounds Pintor was 
awarded a very controversial 
decision and the title. In dis-
gust Zarate would walk away 
from the game for nearly sev-

en years.
 Zarate returned in 
1986 and would reel off 12 
more wins, ten by knockout. 
In 1987, he took on Austra-
lian sensation Jeff Fenech 
for the WBC super bantam-
weight title. Jeff held on to 
his crown by a technical de-
cision in four rounds. 
 On February 29, 
1988 Zarate met Daniel Zara-
goza for the vacant WBC 
122 pound title. The rugged 
Zaragoza stopped Zarate in 
the tenth round. It would be 
Zarate’s last fight.
 In all Zarate had 70 
fights winning 66 with 63 
knockouts. He was tall and 
rangy. He had a stiff jab and 
a booming overhand right. 
He also had one of the best 
left hooks to the liver I have 
ever seen. Three of his four 
losses were to boxers now 
enshrined in the International 
Boxing Hall Of Fame. To me 
he has to rank among the best 
bantamweights of all time as 
well as one of the greatest 
Mexican fighters. 

Zarate

Chubb Hunt
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'Cherry,' to premier in February
 Filming began on 
October 8, 2019 in Cleveland 
Heights of the movie 'Cherry' 
and filming wrapped on January 
20, 2020. 
 Cherry is an upcom-
ing American crime drama film 
directed by Anthony and Joe 
Russo, from a screenplay by 
Angela Russo-Otstot and Jes-

sica Goldberg, based on the novel 
of the same name by Nico Walker.
 The film stars Tom 
Holland and Ciara Bravo.
 Holland rose to star-
dom for playing Spider-Man in 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
superhero films Captain Amer-
ica: Civil War (2016), Spider-
Man: Homecoming (2017), 
Avengers: Infinity War (2018), 

Avengers: Endgame (2019), 
Spider-Man: Far From Home 
(2019) and its sequel (2021). In 
2017, twenty-year-old Holland 
became the youngest BAFTA 
Rising Star recipient.Bravo 
is an American actress. She 
is known for her role as Katie 
Knight on Big Time Rush and 
her role as Emma Chota on Red 
Band Society. 

 Writer and performer on Late Night with Seth Meyers 
Amber Ruffin writes with her sister Lacey Lamar with humor and 
heart to share absurd anecdotes about everyday experiences of 
racism.

'I Am Legend' puts Will Smith in rare acting
nounces she has formulated 
a virus to cure cancer.  Three 
years later, New York is a bar-
ren metropolis.  Without an-
other human being in sight, 
Neville hunts roaming, wild 
deer in the streets with the help 
of his beloved, canine partner 
Sam (short for Samantha), a 
German Shepherd.  His watch 
alarm warns him that the sun 
is starting to set.  He returns 
home where he sprays some 
kind of liquid at his doorstep 
to mask his scent.  He watch-
es previously-recorded TV 
episodes of the news and has 
food stocked in supplies.  He 
talks to Sam as the only other 
living creature in his entire 
world.  He relaxes by play-
ing golf and listening to his 
favorite, classic, Bob Marley 
CD.  But, when it gets dark, 
he bars all doors and windows 
and remains absolutely quiet 
to ward off the vicious, noc-
turnal ‘Darkseekers’. 
 In a flashback, we 
see Neville and his wife Zoe 
(Salli Richardson-Whitfield) 
and their 5-year old Marley 
(Willow Smith) driving to 
leave New York before the 
military closes off the island 
in a quarantine.  Later, we see 
that Neville works-out regu-
larly to keep in peak shape to 
survive the situation he is in. 
 He documents his 
progression in finding a cure 
for the K-V epidemic by ex-
perimenting on rats.  When 
he visits the video store to get 
DVDs, he playfully talks to 
the department store manne-
quins he has placed through-
out the store to mimic the 
real people that are no longer 
around. 
 On their daily 
rounds, Neville and Sam trek 
into different, abandoned 
apartments to gather canned 
food and other supplies.  He 
broadcasts his location on the 
radio for any other ‘survivors’ 
to respond.  Viewers learn that 
humans can be infected with 
K-V through both airborne 
and by contact bites while 
dogs can only be infected 
through contact bites.  Nev-
ille is unique because he is 
immune to both virus strains.  
He manages to trap a female 
Darkseeker to test his cure, 
but it fails.  In another flash-
back, Neville gets his wife and 
daughter through a throng of 
panicked people and the mili-
tary soldiers who are testing 
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for infection.  Marley gives 
her brand new puppy, Sam, 
to her father to ‘protect him’ 
while she and mom leave. 
 After an infected 
dog bites the adult Sam, Nev-
ille is seen in a painful, heart-
wrenching scene where he 
must strangle his dog when 
she starts to transform from 
the virus. 
 With his only liv-
ing companion gone, Neville 
begins to lose his sanity from 
loneliness when he tearfully 
begs a store mannequin to 
talk to him.  Then, one eve-
ning when he decides he can 
no longer live alone, he drives 
his SUV into a group of Dark-
seekers.  They almost capture 
him but Neville is saved by 
the light of a mysterious sav-
ior. 
 In a final flashback, 
Neville watches the helicopter 
his family is in crash.  When 
he wakes, he discovers he was 
saved by a Hispanic woman, 
Anna (Alice Braga) and a 
white boy, Ethan (Charlie 
Tahan).  
 Anna tells Neville 
she heard his broadcast and 
they are traveling North to 
a’Survivors Colony’ because 
the virus cannot survive the 
cold.  Neville disbelieves her, 
but when he tries his cure at a 
lower temperature on the test 
subject, the results are posi-
tive. 
 When the Darkseek-
ers track them back to the 
apartment, Neville hides Anna 
and Ethan while he sacrifices 
himself to kill the marauders.  
Anna and Ethan make it to 
the colony in Vermont, carry-
ing the cure Neville swore to 
himself he would find.  To the 
remaining human race, he has 
now become legend for saving 
the world from extinction. 
 Like Tom Hanks in 
Cast Away (2000) or Harry 
Belafonte in The World, The 
Flesh, and The Devil (1959), 
Smith proved himself to be 
one of those rare acting talents 
who could literally star in a 
movie by himself for most of 
the film. 
 And, even though he 
and Jada have yet to appear 
in a motion-picture together, 
both are likely to continue to 
be a formidable, black, Hol-
lywood couple and follow in 
the ranks of pioneer, iconic 
couple Ossie Davis and Ruby 
Dee.

Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING



  MOVIE MATCH-UP - (Samuel L. Jackson)

CHARACTERS:
1. Jungle Fever (1991)
2. Jurassic Park (1993)
3. A Time To Kill  (1996)
4.Eve's Bayou (1997)
5.Shaft (2000)
ROLES:
a) vengeful father of 

    abused daughter
b) cheating doctor of 
    Creole family   
c) scientist on dinosaur 
    island
d) supercool detective
e) crack-addicted brother
ANSWERS: 1, e;  2, c;  3, a; 4, 
b;  5, d

 TRIVIA - (Black Leading Men)

tor Laurence Fishburne has 
starred in Spike Lee's 'School 
Daze' (1988) and in John 
Singleton's 'Boyz 'N The 
Hood' (1991), and an Oscar-
nominated portrayal of Ike 
Turner in the Tina Turner 
biography 'What's Love Got 
To Do With It' (1993), but 
in what sci-fi movie did he 
star with Anglo-Asian actor 
Keanu Reeves as a futuristic 
rebel leader against an evil, 
artificially-intelligent, ma-
chine program?
 5.  Who is the tal-
ented actor who starred as 
the real-life, controversial, 
high school principal Joe 
Clark in 'Lean On Me' (1988) 
as a black, Civil War soldier 
in 'Glory' (1989) and as 
white actress Jessica Tandy's 
chauffeur and best friend in 
'Driving Miss Daisy' (1989)?

ANSWERS: 

1. Harry Belfonte 2. Jim 
Brown  3. 'An Officer and A 
Gentleman' 4. 'The Matrix' 
(1999)  5. Morgan Freeman

 1. Who is the leg-
endary, black leading man 
and calypso singer who 
starred with the great, Doro-
thy Dandridge in 3 films: 
'Bright Road' (1953), 'Car-
men Jones' (1954) and 'Is-
land In The Sun' (1957)?
 2. Who is the former 
running back for the Cleve-
land Browns who turned into 
a macho, action-film star 
appearing in such movies as 
'The Dirty Dozen' (1967), 
'Riot' (1968), ad in the 1969 
classic '100 Rifles' where he 
starred with Burt Reynolds 
and created controversy for 
having an on-screen, inter-
racial love scene with white 
actress Raquel Welch?
 3. Shavenheaded 
Louis Gossett, Jr. made his 
film debut in 'A Raisin In 
The Sun' (1961), starred as 
the musical slave 'Fiddler' 
in Alex Haley's 'Roots' mini-
series (1977), but in what 
motion-picture did he win 
an Oscar for Best Supporting 
Actor?
 4.  Versatile ac-

By C.M.APPLING
 
 From the late 1990’s 
to current 2000’s, the Smith 
family has become one of the 
most prominent, high-profile, 
black, celebrity families in 
Hollywood.  The dad, Will 
Smith, was previously a teen 
rapper with his own, TV sit-
com (The Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air) who rose to become a re-
spected comedic and dramatic 
actor.  The mom, Jada Pinkett-
Smith, began on the TV sit-
com A Different World before 
starring in films like Set It Off 
(1996), Tales From The Crypt 
Presents: Demon Knight 
(1995), The Matrix Reloaded 
(2003) and The Matrix Revo-
lutions (2003) as well as the 
TV drama HawthoRNe. 
 Will and Jada’s two 
offspring, Jaden and Willow, 
would also enter into their 
parents’ profession in enter-
tainment.  Jaden starred in 
movies with his father: The 
Pursuit of Happyness (2006) 
and After Earth (2013).  He 
also played in the Karate Kid 
(2010) remake with Jackie 
Chan and Taraji P. Henson.  
His younger sister, Willow, 
became a music artist like 
her father and released a pop 
CD with the single ‘Whip My 
Hair.’ 
 Although Will has 
acted in various, motion-
picture genres (i.e., comedy, 
drama, biographical), he is 
best known for his perfor-
mances in sci-fi/action films.  
His breakthrough blockbuster, 
Independence Day (1996), be-
gan his trend.  After that came 
I, Robot (2004), the Men In 
Black franchise and After 
Earth with Jaden.  But, there 
is one sci-fi movie Will has 
done that truly displays the 
pinnacle of not only his acting 
ability but his dominance as 
an action star.  That film was 
I Am Legend (2007). 
 Based on a popular 
graphic novel of the same 
name, Smith stars as Dr. Rob-
ert Neville: an African-Amer-
ican, military scientist seeking 
a cure to a global pandemic 
that has decimated the major-
ity of the world’s human pop-
ulation and has turned most 
of the rest into blood-thirsty, 
vampire-like creatures. 
 It begins with a TV 
news broadcast showing a 
white, female scientist named 
Dr. Alice Krippin who an

MENU TIPS Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE
Tips for coffee and tea lovers
 (NAPSI)—Any 
time is the right time to treat 
the coffee or tea lovers in 
your life to an unexpected 
gift, but the holidays pro-
vide an excellent excuse to 
show them how much you 
care. Follow these tips and 
soon you’ll be known as 
having the gift of gift-giv-
ing.
 Keep your eyes 
open all year-round: When-
ever you see the perfect 
teapot, sugar bowl or set of 
spoons on sale that reminds 
you of that special someone, 
be sure to buy it and save it 
for a special occasion. Just 
don’t forget where you put 
it.
 You don’t have to 
spend a fortune for your gift 
to look like a million. In-
stead of that luxury espresso 
maker, look for clever tea 
infusers or vintage tea tins. 
Don’t forget a personal 
touch. A hand-knitted coffee 
cozy could be just the thing.
 Think about your 
loved one’s unique tastes. 
Treat your favorite hostess, 
environmentalist, trendset-
ter or coffee/tea lover to 
this holiday season’s newest 
stocking stuffer, Joco cup. 
These glass reusable coffee 
cups are created to enhance 
their daily cup of tea or cof-
fee and keep Mother Nature 
happy. 
 Unlike paper or 
plastic, glass won’t affect 
the flavor, and enjoying 
the drink in a reusable cup 

will cut down on waste. Each 
dishwasher- and microwave-
safe cup features an ergo-
nomic, splash-safe, silicone 
lid designed to ensure you’re 
drinking your morning brew, 
not wearing it, and a thermal 
sleeve that keeps coffee hot 
and hands cool. 
 The 12-oz or 16-oz 
cups come in black, blue, lem-
on, lime, mint, orange, pink, 
purple, red or white. 
 Use or serve a Joco 
cup this holiday season with a 
cheerful new take on the clas-
sic Chai Tea:

Chai Tea
 1 cup water
 1 cup whole milk
 1 Earl Grey tea bag
 2 tablespoons honey
 ¼ teaspoon vanilla 
extract
 1 cinnamon stick
 3 whole cloves
 Pinch cardamom
 Pinch nutmeg
 Pinch ginger
 In a saucepan, bring 
water to a boil. Add remaining 
ingredients and reduce heat to 
low. 
 Cover and simmer 
gently for 3 minutes. Strain 
into 2 Joco cups and top with a 
pinch of nutmeg. For an extra 
kick, stir 1 ounce brandy into 
each cup.
 The cups, which are 
also a fantastic way to take 
cold drinks, hot chocolate, 
mulled cider or other bever-
ages on the go, are available 
at select retailers and at www.
jococups.com/usa.

 Born in Los Angeles 
on June 20, 1928, Eric Dolphy 
became known as a distinctive 
player of the flute, alto saxo-
phone and bass clarinet.
 Dolphy began play-
ing clarinet at age six and alto 
sax in professional dance-
bands while in junior high 
school.
 He studied music at 
Los Angeles City College and 
played lead alto sax in Roy 
Porter's band (1948-50).
 After two years in 
the Army, Dolphy returned 
to L.A., performing locally 
in relative obscurity until he 
joined Chico Hamilton's quin-
tet in 1958.
 A versatile musician, 
Dolphy played jazz and 20th 
Century at music.
 Jazz critics claim he 
constantly surprised audiences 
with his rapid flow of ideas 
and unexpected phrasing and 
intervals.
 It was Dolphy, pri-
marily, who introduced the 
bass clarinet as a solo jazz 
instruments.
 After he chose to 
remain in Europe, Dolphy had 
a few gigs before his sudden 
death from a diabetic coma in 
Berlin on June 29, 1966.
 Dolphy's creations 
are well-documented on nu-
merous albums still in print.
 He also  appears on 
the film The Coltrane Legacy, 
and on a 1964 session with 
Mingus released as a video by 
Shanachie.

Eric Dolphy

 If you would 
like to be a Beauty of 
The Week, send photo, 
phone number and 
information to EAST 
SIDE DAILY NEWS or 
call (216) 721-1674.

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  








 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 






 Beauty of the 
Week: is the gorgeous 
Helena Reed, who was 
featured in the Bronze 
Beauty Calendar.  (ESDN 
Photo by Howard Moore-
head)





















 'You'll Never 
Believe What Happened 
to Lacey: Crazy Stories 
about Racism' by: Am-
ber Ruffin, Lacey Lamar 
has been released to great 
reviews.Ebooks – Gen-
eral Non-Fiction | EPUB 
| 27.06 MiBJanuary 12th 
2021 | ISBN: 1538719363 
| 240 pages.
 Writer and per-
former on Late Night with 
Seth Meyers Amber Ruffin 

'You'll never believe what happened to Lacey'  released
writes with her sister Lacey 
Lamar with humor and heart 
to share absurd anecdotes 
about everyday experiences 
of racism.
 The host of The Am-
ber Ruffin Show, Amber Ruf-
fin lives in New York, where 
she is no one’s First Black 
Friend and everyone is, as 
she puts it, “stark raving nor-
mal.” But Amber’s sister 
Lacey? She’s still living in 
their home state of Nebraska, 

and trust us, you’ll never 
believe what happened to 
Lacey.
 From racist donut 
shops to strangers putting 
their whole hand in her hair, 
from being mistaken for a 
prostitute to being mistaken 
for Harriet Tubman, Lacey 
is a lightning rod for hilari-
ously ridiculous yet all-too-
real anecdotes. 
 She’s the perfect 
mix of polite, beautiful, pe-

tite, and Black that appar-
ently makes people think “I 
can say whatever I want to 
this woman.”   
And now, Amber and Lacey 
share these entertainingly 
horrifying stories through 
their laugh-out-loud sisterly 
banter. Painfully relatable 
or shockingly eye-opening 
(depending on how often 
you have personally been 
followed by security at de-
partment stores), this book 
tackles modern-day racism 
with the perfect balance of 
levity and gravity.
 The book can be 
Downloaded: You’ll Never 
Believe What Happened to 

Lacey: Crazy Stories about 

Racism By: Amber Ruffin, 

Lacey Lamar ( Size: 27.06 

MiB )
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LUCKY FIVE

LUCKY SIX
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     82           44                97              30                77           44
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Book highlights Ohio Supreme Court’s first African American woman, Justice Melody Stewart
 “A boss lady is 
somebody who boldly 
chooses her own di-
rection. She gets stuff 
done, she often strays 
from the conventional 
path and blazes her 
own trail. She often 
works towards a higher 
purpose outside of her 
own personal success.” 
- Maggie Sullivan, au-
thor of “Boss Ladies of 
CLE.”
 Justice Melody 
Stewart is starting the 
new year like many 
of us – working from 
home in Cleveland. But 
her work is Ohio’s Su-
preme Court. She was 
the first African Ameri-
can woman elected to 
the state’s highest court 
in 2018.
 “I think what I 
bring to the court that 
is different is the per-
spective that my other 
colleagues don’t have. 

By my being an African 
American woman, by 
being raised by a single 
mother in the Hough 
area of Cleveland,” 
Stewart said. 
 Though the 
Ohio Supreme Court is 
in located Columbus, 
this Boss Lady is proud 
of her Cleveland roots 
and happy to spend 
more time at home dur-
ing the pandemic.
 “I think we 
have the potential to be 
one of the best cities in 
the nation and I really 

do mean it. Yes I was 
born and raised here and 
this is my home,” she 
said.
 But Stewart 
also sees where things 
could stand to change. 
She’s inspired by the 
social awakening seen 
around the country.
 “Maybe this 
is the time that brings 
about a whole sea 
change in how we do 
things in our in our 
policing, in our com-
munity, and how we re-
spond to police officers 
and indeed in our jus-
tice system as a whole,” 
Stewart said. “This year 
has been such a learning 

experience...and I hope 
we don’t go back to the 
way things were prior 
to this year. There are 
so many lessons to be 
learned and I hope they 
aren’t lost on us.”
 Stewart says 
those same lessons ex-
tend to the state of poli-
tics today. 
 “Politics have 
risen to a whole new lev-
el a level that I thought 
I’d never see and I guess 
what’s more disheart-
ening for me is that we 
the citizens allow it to 
continue...and that isn’t 
the way I understood 
government should be 
or how the government 

should run.”
 And after a 
tough year of pandemic 
and politics, it’s still 
music that brings her 
joy. Stewart learned to 
play piano at age 5 and 
majored in music at the 
University of Cincin-
nati.
 “I have [been 
playing the piano more] 
and I smile a lot because 
I thought it had been so 
long since I played that 
it would be so embar-
rassing that I might give 
my piano away or some-
thing but I have been 
playing more, I have 
been composing more,” 
she said.

 “My workload 
has increased...but my 
outside extracurricular 
things have decreased 
and that has allowed me 
to do more with music.”
 And as she gets 
back to work in 2021, 
Justice Stewart hopes to 
preside over a state that 
has changed for the bet-
ter.
 “Hopefully this 
dark time is a distant 
memory for us in the not 
so distant future. We’re 
going to get through this 
and we’re resilient and 
I trust we will be a bet-
ter society and we’ll be 
a better Cleveland after 
all is said and done.”

MLK program at Case Western Reserve
 In her mov-
ing TED Talk, “Racism 
has a cost for everyone,” 
Heather McGhee recounts 
what happened during a 
live television appearance 
when a caller asked her 
for advice on overcoming 
racial prejudice. 
 Her response? 
She helped.
 Not long after 
McGhee’s TV interview 
went viral, Starbucks 
founder Howard Schultz 
asked her to advise the 
company as it designed 
an anti-bias training for 
175,000 employees in 
the wake of the unjust ar-
rest of two black men in a 
Philadelphia store.
 McGhee’s fur-
ther examination of that 
question, and the result-
ing analysis of how rac-
ism fuels bad policymak-
ing—not just for people of 
color, but for everyone—
kickstarted a movement 
toward putting systemic 
repair into action.
 On Friday, Feb-
ruary 5, the Case West-
ern Reserve University 
community will have the 
opportunity to hear from 
McGhee during a virtual 
visit. Headlining the uni-
versity’s celebration of 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
life and legacy, McGhee 
will deliver her online lec-

ture at 12:45 p.m. 
 “We are thrilled 
to have Heather McGee 
as our MLK Convocation 
speaker this year,” said 
Robert Solomon, the uni-
versity’s vice president 
for the Office of Inclusion, 
Diversity and Equal Op-
portunity. “Our nation is in 
desperate need of healing, 
understanding and racial 
reconciliation. An impor-
tant first step toward long-
term sustained progress is 
the recognition that racism 
hurts everyone. Racism is 
detrimental to all of Amer-
ica and our democracy. 
Heather McGee’s insight-
ful voice on the cost of 
racism is a message we all 
need to hear and heed.”
 The 2021 cel-
ebration theme for the 
university’s MLK obser-
vations is “Closing the Di-
vide: Building Communi-
ties of Support, Belonging 
and Togetherness.” The 
event is free and available 
to all. The virtual lecture 
will be presented on the 
university’s livestream 
platform. Register here to 
receive the streaming link.
 Each year, Case 
Western Reserve honors 
King’s commitment to 
social justice and global 
peace with a range of activ-
ities, including workshops, 
films, panel discussions 

Loganberry, IWASM to host Astronaut Kathryn Sullivan
 L o g a n b e r r y 
Books and the Interna-
tional Women’s Air & 
Space Museum (IWASM) 
have teamed up to host a 

free online event with au-
thor and astronaut Kathryn 
D. Sullivan to celebrate 
the paperback release of 
her memoir Handprints on 
Hubble: An Astronaut’s 
Story of Invention (MIT 
Press, 2020) at on Thurs-
day.
 In Handprints on 
Hubble, Dr. Kathryn Sul-
livan recounts her experi-
ence as part of the team 
that launched, rescued, re-
paired, and maintained the 
Hubble Space Telescope. 

Along the way, Sullivan 
chronicles her early life as 
a “Sputnik Baby,” her path 
to NASA through ocean-
ography, and her initiation 
into the space program as 
one of “thirty-five new 
guys.” (She was also one 
of the first six women to 
join NASA’s storied astro-
naut corps.)
 This event was 
emceed and facilitated by 
Marcy Frumker, IWASM 
Board Member and Space 
Advisor and will include 

 In Handprints on Hubble, Dr. Kathryn Sul-
livan recounts her experience as part of the team that 
launched, rescued, repaired, and maintained the Hub-
ble Space Telescope. 

Museum to reopen for MLK Day
 The Cleveland 
Museum of Art (CMA) 
will reopen to the public 
on Martin Luther King 
Day, Monday, January 
18, from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Going forward, the 
museum will be open 
Tuesday to Sunday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
 “I am delighted 
to welcome our com-
munity back to the 
Cleveland Museum of 
Art coinciding with this 
important day of cel-
ebration,” said William 
Griswold, director of 
the Cleveland Museum 
of Art. “We will reopen 
with the modified hours 
that we enacted in June, 
reserved and timed 
ticketing and a wonder-
ful slate of exhibitions 
including Second Ca-
reers: Two Tributaries 
in African Art, Gustave 
Baumann: Colorful Cuts 
and Bruce Davidson: 
Brooklyn Gang, among 
others.”
 “We remain 
committed to taking 
every necessary precau-
tion to ensure the health 
and safety of our visitors 
and staff,” said Gris-
wold. “No large groups 
will be permitted, and 
families will be encour-
aged to remain together 

during their visit.”
 The museum 
is not planning any in-
person events through 
the coming months or 
on its reopening day; 
however, a virtual spe-
cial event, Martin Luther 
King Day: Becoming 
a Beloved Community, 
is scheduled for 6 p.m. 
on January 18. Poets 
will use Michelangelo 
Lovelace’s painting My 
Home Town (1998) as 
a departure point to ex-
plore King’s Beloved 
Community. Visit cma.
org for more informa-
tion.
 The Transform-
er Station, the Cleve-
land Museum of Art’s 
sister contemporary art 
museum, located in the 
Ohio City neighborhood 
of downtown Cleveland, 
will also reopen Mon-
day, January 18. For in-
formation about safety 
procedures, hours of op-
eration, exhibitions and 
ticket reservations, visit 
transformerstation.org.
 The mu-
seum was previously 
closed from mid-March 
through June 30. Prior to 
reopening, it established 
an internal task force 
and consulted with a 

Cleveland Orchestra schedule
 The Cleveland 
Orchestra announced 
updates to its February 
broadcast schedule for the 
In Focus digital concert 
series with a pair of bonus 
episodes featuring the mu-
sic of Schubert, Mozart, 
and Bach. The Cleveland 
Orchestra: In Focus series 
is available for current 
subscribers and donors at 
no additional charge or for 
Adella Premium subscrib-
ers on the Adella digital 
streaming app and adella.
live.
 Sonata & Ser-
enade, In Focus Bonus 
Episode 1, premieres on 
Thursday, February 11 
at 7:00 p.m. with pianist 
Mitsuko Uchida in recital 
performing Schubert’s 
Piano Sonata in C major, 
D.840 (recorded live at 
London’s Wigmore Hall 
in January 2021) as well 
as The Cleveland Orches-
tra and Music Director 
Franz Welser-Möst per-
forming Mozart’s Eine 
kleine Nachtmusik [A 
Small Serenade], K.525 
(recorded at Severance 
Hall in fall 2020).
 Mitsuko Uchida 
has collaborated with 
The Cleveland Orches-
tra for more than twen-
ty-five years. Uchida’s 
long connection with the 
Orchestra began in Sep-
tember 1990, when she 
performed Schoenberg’s 
Piano Concerto with the 
Orchestra under Chris-
toph von Dohnányi at the 
Lucerne Festival in Swit-
zerland. She has released 
four commercial record-
ings with the Orchestra of 
Mozart’s Piano Concertos 
Nos. 9, 18-21, 23-24, and 
27. One of these record-
ings, a 2009 Decca album 
of the Concertos Nos. 23 
and 24, won a Grammy for 
best instrumental soloist 
performance with the Or-
chestra in 2011. For more 
information about Mitsuko 
Uchida’s history and rela-

tionship with The Cleveland 
Orchestra, read this Stories 
from the Archives article, 
The Uchida Connection 
clevelandorchestra.com/
discover/archives/stories/
the-uchida-connection/, and 
listen to the Family Matters 
episode of the Orchestra’s 
On a Personal Note pod-
cast clevelandorchestra.
com/podcast. To learn more 
about Mitsuko Uchida, visit 
mitsukouchida.com.
 In Recital: Alisa 
Weilerstein Plays Bach, 
In Focus Bonus Episode 
2, premieres on Thursday, 
February 25 at 7:00 p.m. 
and features Weilerstein 
playing Bach’s complete 
cycle of Solo Cello Suites 
(Nos. 1-6) recorded live at 
Severance Hall in January 
2021.
 Before the pan-
demic and state mandated 
social distancing guidelines, 
Weilerstein was scheduled 
to perform the complete 
Bach Cello Suites in Re-
inberger Chamber Hall at 
Severance Hall in Febru-
ary 2021. Last April, Wei-
lerstein released a recording 
of the complete Bach Cello 
Suites on the PentaTone 
label. For more informa-
tion about this recording, 
visit pentatonemusic.com/
bach-cello-suites-alisa-
weilerstein and smarturl.
it/BachCelloSuites. A fre-
quent Cleveland Orchestra 
collaborator (and former 
member of the Cleveland 
Orchestra Youth Orches-
tra), Weilerstein has played 
with the Orchestra more 
than two dozen times 
since her 1995 debut, in a 
range of repertoire from 
Tchaikovsky and Barber 
to Shostakovich and Elgar. 
Weilerstein studied with 
Cleveland Orchestra Assis-
tant Principal Cello Richard 
Weiss while enrolled in the 
Cleveland Institute of Mu-
sic’s Young Artist Program. 
To learn more about Alisa 
Weilerstein, visit alisawei-
lerstein.com.

board-certified epidemi-
ologist and peer institu-
tions across the country 
to establish coronavirus 
protocols and site-spe-
cific safety measures, 
which remain in place. 
The CMA will continue 
to monitor the situa-
tion and comply with 
all guidelines issued by 
state and local authori-
ties and the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC).
 For more infor-
mation about the muse-
um’s safety procedures, 
please view the FAQ 
sheet on the museum’s 
website at cma.org.
 Visiting the 
CMA’s permanent col-
lections is always FREE 
to the public. The mu-
seum will continue its 
practice of reservation-
only timed tickets for en-
try. Reserve FREE entry 
tickets.
 The museum’s 
hours of operation are 
Tuesday to Sunday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The mu-
seum is closed Mon-
days. The last ticket res-
ervation for the day is at 
4 p.m. There will be no 
new entries into the mu-
seum after 4:30 p.m.

Dr. Sullivan reading from 
her memoir and an oppor-
tunity for audience ques-
tions. “Dr. Kathy Sullivan 
is one of the important 
women in aerospace that 
the International Women’s 
Air & Space Museum 
seeks to showcase through 
our mission to preserve 
and educate the public,” 
says Marcy Frumker. 
 Copies of Hand-
prints on Hubble with ex-
clusive bookplates signed 
by the author are available 
from Loganberry in-store 
and online.

and acclaimed speakers.
 About the speak-
er:
 A Distinguished 
Senior Fellow at the in-
equality-focused think 
tank Demos, McGhee 
holds a bachelor’s degree 
in American Studies from 
Yale University and a 
law degree from the Uni-
versity of California at 
Berkeley School of Law. 
She is a member of the 
World Economic Forum’s 
Global Agenda Council 
on Civic Participation and 
serves on multiple boards 
of trustees, including the 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
and Indivisible.
 As the former 
president of Demos, she 
drafted legislation, testi-
fied before Congress and 
became a regular contribu-
tor on shows like Meet the 
Press and Real Time with 
Bill Maher.
 In her forthcom-
ing book, The Sum of Us: 
What Racism Costs Ev-
eryone and How We Can 
Prosper Together, McGhee 
explores the true cost of 
racism as the common 
denominator of our most 
troubling public problems, 
and offers a crucial look at 
what we can do to create 
a more prosperous nation 
for all. The Sum of Us is 
scheduled for release in 
mid-February.
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Four films just in time to celebrate MLK Day
By FELICIA C. HANEY

 “One Night in 
Miami” shows Muham-
mad Ali (formerly Cas-
sius Clay) who was the 
slated underdog in the 
fight that “shook up the 
world” when he defeated 
Sonny Liston to become 
boxing’s new heavy-
weight champion.  
 Although he 
was a complete and total 
fanfare all by himself, 
the champ brought three 
friends along to celebrate 
this historic event - Mal-
colm X, Jim Brown and 
Sam Cooke. Good thing 
he did because if you 
thought Coronavirus cre-
ated a shut down… It has 
nothing on Jim Crow.
 All legends in 
their own right, but Jim 
Crow didn’t make any 
exceptions. The four men 
couldn’t join in the fes-
tivities outside the Miami 
Convention Hall where 
soon-to-be Ali had just 
made history. 
 Instead, they 
were derailed to the 
Hampton House Motel 
which was located in a 
predominantly African-
American area of town 
and more “appropri-
ate” place for them to 
celebrate. There are so 
many real life black and 
white pictures from this 
trip that a mere Google 
search can turn up send-
ing one down a rabbit 
hole in thought wonder-
ing how good of a time 
this must have been, 
what was Brother Mal-
colm saying to Ali to 
evoke that kind of facial 
expression and what else 
did they talk about... 
 Playwright and 
screenwriter Kemp Pow-
ers was no different. 
Nearly 50 years later, 
their conversations on 
racial injustice, religion, 
and personal responsi-
bility were still resonat-
ing with him as he pic-
tured himself as a fly on 
the wall and imagined 
what that night was like 
-- the conversations, the 
laughs, the camaraderie, 
the issues, the pressures 
facing four relatively 
young, black, prominent 
men in the mid-1960s. 
Powers penned his hit 
stage production, “One 
Night in Miami.”
 Now, making 
her feature directorial 
debut, Regina King gives 
Powers’ script a new life 
in the film version bear-
ing the same name. She’s 
tasked with making the 
play into cinematic ex-
cellence, which isn’t an 
easy task. But somehow 
King’s feminine touch on 
a room full of black mas-
culinity makes her the 
fifth legend in the room.    
 Extraordinary 
performances by Eli 
Goree who plays Clay 
(and nails his accent), a 
fresh convert to Islam 
and would shortly after 
change his name to Mu-
hammad Ali, one of the 
most recognizable names 
in sports.
 Kingsley Ben-
Adir takes on brother 
minister Malcolm X, 
bringing a more human-
esque form to the stern 
civil rights leader we’re 
so used to seeing. “Ham-
ilton” star Leslie Odom 
Jr., used to playing his-
toric characters, brings 
all his acting and sing-
ing chops to pull off a 
remarkable Sam Cooke. 
And Aldis Hodge holds 
his own as the last living 
legend of the four -- foot-
ball great, actor, activist 

 
 

 
 

and Cleveland icon Jim 
Brown.
 “One Night in 
Miami” starts slow, but 

bear with director King’s 
process. As the film pro-
gresses, so does the in-
tensity leading up to a 
powerful ending that is 

fodder for much needed 
conversations. “One 
Night in Miami” is now 
showing in theaters. 
 “MLK/FBI”
 With everything 
we thought we knew 
about the good Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., Fri-
day, January 15 would 
have been his 92nd birth-
day, IFC Films gives us 
the gift of newly discov-
ered and declassified files 
pertaining to the civil 
rights leader’s personal 
life courtesy of the Unit-
ed States Government.
 Presented in the 
form of a documentary, 
“MLK/FBI” is the first 
film to reveal the extent 
of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation’s heavy 
surveillance and full out 
harassment of Dr. King at 
the request of FBI direc-
tor J. Edgar Hoover. \ 
Hoover had it out for 
King and did everything 
in his power to bring him 
down, even if it meant 
abusing that power. The 
film even shows how low 
Hoover was willing to go 
when the Bureau record-
ed one of King’s adulter-
ous affairs via hotel and 
telephone wiretaps and 
sent the recording to his 
wife, Coretta, with an at-
tached note suggesting 
that King kill himself. 
 Those kind of 
gloves-off tactics may be 
commonplace nowadays 
but was one of slimiest 
capers you could pull in 
that day and age. It not 

only broke man code but 
was designed to dim, if not 
put out, the shining light 
MLK was in the movement 
in hopes of weakening his 
leadership and out right hu-
miliating him.
 Hoover feared 
that King would become 
the embodiment of the very 
thing he hated most: A Black 
Messiah. The tell-all doc 
even reveals how Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy, 
whose family we’ve known 
to be friends of King’s, was 
the first to approve the FBI’s 
use of wiretaps against the 
leader.
 Interesting is the 
least you can say about 
this intense content that is 
beautifully crafted together 
by Emmy award-winning 
director Sam Pollard with 
interviews from Andrew 
Young, James Comey, and 
Clarence Jones. The docu-
mentary goes in-depth ex-
ploring the government’s 
history of targeting black 
activists, and the contested 
meaning behind some of our 
most cherished ideals.  
 This couldn’t be 
more on time with not just 
Dr. King’s birthday but 
what’s happening in the 
heart of America.
 “MLK/FBI” pre-
mieres Friday, January 15. 
Check your local listings for 
the IFC channel and broad-
cast times.
 “Two Distant 
Strangers”
 The National As-
sociation for the Advance-
ment of Colored People 
(NAACP)’s local Cleve-
land chapter has partnered 
with the Greater Cleveland 
Urban Film Festival to 

present a special MLK 
Day screening of the 
short film, “Two Distant 
Strangers.”
 The film is set 
in present day but re-
plays the same issues 
that have been plaguing 
black men for years on 
end - the crime of being 
Black and the trauma 
Black men deal with on 
a daily basis just to leave 
the house. 
 This live action 
short (runtime is about 
30 minutes) is presented 
in a “Groundhog Day” 
format where Carter 
(played by Joey Bada$$) 
finds himself stuck in the 
loop of being repeatedly 
killed by the same police 
officer (Andrew How-
ard) as he attempts to 
figure out how to break 
the cycle. 
 Its time ap-
propriateness could be 
better translated to “if 
Black Lives Matter was 
a film.” Innovative, cur-
rent, and seen from the 
fresh eyes of modern 
day activism delivered 
by a new generation. 
Instead of chanting the 
same old “We shall over-
come someday” it sheds 
light on the reality that 
no matter how many 
moves are made across 
the board, it’s someone 
else’s goal to keep you in 
checkmate so that you’ll 
never fully overcome 
your circumstances or 
better yet, overtake them 
themselves and what 

they represent.
 Will the unfair 
rules of the game cause 
Carter to give in to his 
predicament or will he 
figure out a way of turn-
ing the situation to his 
advantage and make it 
home when so many 
others didn’t? - George 
Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, 
Sandra Bland, Tamir 
Rice, and Eric Gardner.
 Written by Tra-
von Free. Directed by 
Travon Free and Martin 
Desmond Roe. The film 
screens this Monday, Jan. 
18. Visit https://linktr.ee/
ClevelandNAACP or 
www.gcuff.org  for regis-
tration and viewer infor-
mation. A talkback will 
immediately follow the 
film.  
 “Sylvie’s Love”
 This sweet, 
wholesome throwback 
love story is set in 1957 
in  New York City. And 
although there’s men-
tion of buzzwords like 
marches and NAACP, for 
the most part the film has 
nothing to do with rallies, 
movements, patriotism 
and activism. Instead it 
takes your mind off of 
all that for two hour’s 
worth of “love conquers 
all.” The way this story is 
woven together is remi-
niscent of those classic 
black and white pictures 
you see where Martin 
and Coretta looked so 
young, in love and it was 
them against the world. A 
classic love story.
 Tessa Thomp-

son stars as Sylvie, an 
aspiring television pro-
ducer who passes time 
in her father’s record 
store somewhat working 
but mostly watching her 
favorite TV shows - the 
ones her proper etiquette-
driven mother won’t let 
her indulge in her view-
ing pleasures watching 
at home. Interrupting her 
regularly scheduled pro-
gramming is a tall, hand-
some saxophone player 
named Robert Holloway 
(Nnamdi Asomugha) 
who picks up a part-time 
job at the record store 
and full-time crush on 
Sylvie.
 As fate would 
have it, Sylvie has a fi-
ancé and Robert has a fu-
ture date with the city of 
love, making their sum-
mer romance just that. 
As legend has it, flings 
often leave things behind 
and a chance meeting 
five years later recon-
nects the two at different 
points in their lives. Does 
love win or reality set in? 
Watch this old Hollywood 
tale that will surprise you 
with the twists it takes 
while turning over some 
grave emotions that make 
for good conversation of 
then vs. now. Plan a night 
to stay in and capture this 
film in all of its elegant 
essence. Great date night, 
girls’ night or me time 
movie for the win!
 Written and di-
rected by Eugene Ashe, 
“Sylvie’s Love” is now 
streaming on Amazon 
Prime Video.

S.A.V.E. summit to be held
 S.A.V.E. (Stu-
dents Advocating for 
Vital Engagements) is 
an organization found-
ed to inspire and gal-
vanize young people 
to use their voices for 
change.
 The virtual de-
but Summit will take 
place virtually on Feb-
ruary 5 and 6 and is 
available to any high 
school or college stu-
dent. 
 Sign up is free 
at www.saveforchange.
org.  Students are also 
sourced by directors of 
TRIO Programs nation-
wide, Federal outreach 
and student services 
programs that provide 

services for individuals 
from underserved com-
munities.
 S.A.V.E. is 
partnered with the 
700 member National 
Black Caucus of State 
Legislators (NBCSL), 
representing more than 
50 million Americans 
of various racial back-
grounds, which has 
worked diligently over 
the last several years to 
include students in their 
programs as a means of 
giving them the tools to 
learn about and imple-
ment their civic duties.
 The S.A.V.E. 
Summit will present 
workshops with the help 
of experts and celebri-

ties, notably Mark Cu-
ban, Metta World Peace, 
Gene Simmons and MC 
Lyte, Missouri Senator 
Steven Roberts, Profes-
sor Kendrick Roberson 
and more, who will of-
fer their experience and 
knowledge. 
 The umbrella 
topics to be discussed 
include Police & Com-
munity Reform (Stu-
dents Against Violent 
Engagements), Eco-
nomic Equality (Stu-
dents Addressing & 
Valuing Economics), 
Voting Rights (Students 
Advocating for Voting 
Expansion), Environ-
mental Justice (Stu-
dents Against Violating 

the Earth) and Health 
Disparities (Students 
Advancing Vitality & 
Exercise). 
 Negative Ex-
posure, a new film to be 
released in Spring 2021, 
will be previewed by 
the Youth Summit at-
tendees on February 5, 
with a discussion to fol-
low the following day. 
 The compel-
ling and controversial 
film addresses relevant 
contemporary social 
issues which includes 
police reform and com-
munity awareness. The 
provocative inferred 
question posed by the 
film is “What if” the 
tables were turned, and 

At Pinecrest: Avoid Oaks & Embers if black
 When an Af-
rican American family 
dined at Oaks & Embers 
restuarant at Pinecrest, 
the evening ended with 
the manager calling 
the Orange Police be-
cause he did not want to 
credit her $60.00 bill for 
chicken wings that her 
son did not eat because 
they didn’t taste right.
 According to 
Shirelle Copeland, she 
was all set to pay her 
family’s dinner bill on 
Sunday January 3, but 
first had a request to 
the server: Could they 
please take an order of 
chicken wings off the 
tab?
 C o p e l a n d ’ s 
young son had ordered 
them and didn’t like 
them. They’d sent an 
order back almost en-
tirely uneaten, got a new 
batch from the kitchen 
with sauce on the side, 
tried one wing, and left 
the plate again. Every-
thing else on their tab, 
which was about $60, 

was fine.
 As expected, 
the server asked the 
manager and, because 
the owner was on site, 
the manager asked the 
owner, Marc Garofoli.
 What did Garo-
foli do? Credit the bill? 
Offer dessert?
 No, he called 
the Orange Police De-
partment.
 The Orange 
Police officer arrived 
and talked with Cope-
land. The officer, who 

admits he responded to 
the call because no one 
else in the department 
wanted to, observes a 
plate of chicken wings 
with only one eaten and 
confirms the Copeland 
family simply didn’t 
like them. He agreed 
that he would not pay 
for food that he had not 
eaten.He got Garofoli 
to reluctanly take the 
chicken wings off the 
bill.
 In no uncertain 
terms, Garofoli let Co-

peland know that she 
was not welcome to re-
turn.
 Outside, the of-
ficer tells Copeland the 
cops aren’t a “collection 
agency” for restaurants.
 G a r o f o l i 
blamed COVID-19 and 
the struggle to keep his 
business afloat during 
the pandemic.
 A Scene maga-
zine reorter asked Garo-
foli “If someone who’s 
Black might see having 
the cops called, in front 
of their children, on 
their dinner tab as the 
exact opposite of de-
escalation?” 
 Garofoli said 
he didn’t know who was 
at the table that night 
and in general, “We 
don’t look at the police 
as a threat. We look at 
the police as an aid.”
 The Orange 
Police department said 
that they’ve been called 
fewer than 10 times to 
the restaurant, and not 
always over a disputed 
bill, but said Oak & 

 Presented in the form of a documentary, “MLK/
FBI” is the first film to reveal the extent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s heavy surveillance and full out 
harassment of Dr. King at the request of FBI director J. 
Edgar Hoover.

young white men were 
victimized and targeted 
by Black law enforce-
ment?.
 In addition, the 
movie Negative Ex-
posure has served as a 
catalyst for the NBCSL 
to pass a resolution to 
address community de-
velopment and police 
reform, named after the 
fictional main character 
of the film.  
 The J.A.Y. Son 
(Just As Your Son) reso-
lution will serve as a 
tool for State legislators 
to bring back to their 
states for inclusion in 
their efforts to move the 
issue of police reform 
forward.

Embers misconstrued 
the limits on their offer 
to help.
 According to 
Lt. Mike Roberts, this 
was a civil matter. 
 “This one in 
particular was a civil 
one with a customer 
who was ready, will-
ing and able to pay for 
her meal minus the one 
entree they didn’t eat. 
That’s a civil matter, and 
we have no authority to 
be helpful besides guid-
ing management into 
making the right deci-
sion. If someone had a 
scam where they’re in-
tentionally defrauding 
a vendor of food and 
eating three-quarters of 
a meal, we’d say you 
need to pay, and theft is 
less of a gray area if you 
have a party come in, 
consume a few entrees 
and then everyone dis-
appears. They’re going 
to be arrested and we’re 
happy to do that. But 
this matter was not one 
for the police,”Roberts 
said.

 Tessa Thompson stars as Sylvie, an aspiring 
television producer who passes time in her father’s record 
store somewhat working but mostly watching her favorite 
TV shows - the ones her proper etiquette-driven mother 
won’t let her indulge in her viewing pleasures watching at 
home. Interrupting her regularly scheduled programming 
is a tall, handsome saxophone player named Robert Hol-
loway (Nnamdi Asomugha) who picks up a part-time job 
at the record store and full-time crush on Sylvie.

 “One night in Miami” shows Muhammad Ali 
(formerly Cassius Clay) who was the slated underdog in 
the fight that “shook up the world” when he defeated Son-
ny Liston to become boxing’s new heavyweight champion.

 This live action short (runtime is about 30 min-
utes) is presented in a “Groundhog Day” format where 
Carter (played by Joey Bada$$) finds himself stuck in the 
loop of being repeatedly killed by the same police offi-
cer (Andrew Howard) as he attempts to figure out how to 
break the cycle.
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“Some things have not changed. When the police advise you that everything

you’ve said will be used against you, they have already made a decision

respecting your immediate future.” 

Call me - I can help

Trump’s final legacy is marred in darkness
By CHRISTOPHER APPLING
 

 The British 
theologian and histori-
an Thomas Fuller once 
said, “It is always dark-
est before the dawn.”  
And, America has never 
been more tested with 
this adage since Presi-
dent Donald Trump 
took office four, agoniz-
ing, years ago, leading 
the country into a down-
ward spiral and an unre-
lenting, ebony abyss.
 First, in Feb-
ruary, 2020, Trump is 
audio-recorded as he 
is heard discussing the 
deadlypotential of the 
global, COVID-19, vi-
rus pandemic.  But, in-
stead of telling the truth 
and warning the county 
of it’s lethal nature, he 
chose to lie and down-
play the fatal effects, 
(“to prevent a panic”, he 
said), letting millions of 
American citizens to be 
infected and even thou-
sands more to die.  
 Even yet, as 
the virus rages out of 
control and more of the 
U.S. population perish-
es, the count totals more 
than those who died 
during the Civil War, 
Pearl Harbor or 9/11.
 Second, in the 
summer of 2020, in yet 
another, sickening dis-
play of police brutal-
ity, African-American 
George Floyd dies after 
a white officer asphyxi-
ates him by crushing 
his knee onto Floyd’s 
neck.  Videotaped when 
it happened, it went vi-
ral and caused interna-
tional outrage across the 
world, when people of 
all races, ethnicities and 
creeds marched in pro-
test, led by 
 Black Lives 
Matter, seeking jus-
tice for Floyd and all 
the other, innocent, 
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n 
men, women and chil-
dren who have been 
callously murdered 
by those who are sup-
posed to be‘enforcing 
the law.’ But, did Presi-
dent Trump even try to 
offer solace or comfort 
to Floyd’s heart-broken 
family?  No.  He was 
more concerned about 
his re-election cam-
paign and speaking out 
about the destruction 
of Confederate soldier 
monuments, showing 
his cold preference for
inanimate objects repre-
senting a Southern, ‘lost 
cause’ over real, living, 
human beings of color.
 Now, his ten-

dency for appalling acts 
has reached a new low 
and hit rock bottom.  
OnWednesday, January 
6th, through his inflam-
matory, online ‘tweets’ 
to his Trump followers-
----call them what you 
will:  Ku Klux Klan, 
Rednecks, Neo-Nazis, 
Skinheads, White Na-
tionalists, White Su-
premacists, Tea Party, 
QUANON or Proud 
Boys-----they laid siege 
to the Capitol Building 
in Washington, D.C., 
overwhelming it and 
causing racist chaos and 
havoc.
 Not since the 
British stormed the 
White House in 1812 
has our nation’s capital 
seen thelikes of some-
thing like this.  And, 
while America watched 
the horrific insurrection 
happening in live-time 
on TV, while the radi-
cal conservatives may 
plead that they were 
merely exercising their 
First Amendment rights 
to ‘assemble,’ several 
photographs have sur-
faced that reveal the 
real motives of that day, 
which was nothing less 
than domestic terror-
ism.
 A makeshift 
gallow was erected with 
a hangman’s noose.  A 
man defiantly waves a 
Confederate flag.  And, 
another protestor was 
captured wearing a T-
shirt that said, “Camp 
Auschwitz” on it.  It is 
not brain surgery to de-
cipher what these racist 
messages meant.  They 
erected that noose be-
cause they wanted to 
see black people swing-
ing by their necks from 
it.  That Confederate 
flag means they want 
the Old South to ‘rise 
again’ so that blacks 
can be subjugated and 
abused again.  And, that 
T-shirt meant they want 
to see Jews exterminat-
ed in yet another Holo-
caust.
 There are even 
more, disturbing, unbe-
lievable images.  The 
white mob breaking 
windows to illegally 
enter the government 
premises.  A white, Ar-
kansas man arrogantly 
placing his feet on top 
of the desk of a politi-
cian.  Guns being drawn 
and aimed at other peo-
ple.  The end result: five 
people dead including a 
police officer.
 While all of this 
is happening, President 
Trump was nowhere to 
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be seen or heard.  And, 
the mostly-white police 
let the destruction and 
mayhem happen for 
hours before meekly 
and gingerly making 
the mob disperse for a 6 
p.m. curfew. 
 Anyone can 
see how the police re-
action to this predom-
inately-white insurrec-
tion and how The Black 
Lives Matter demon-
strators were treated last 
summer are filled with 
hypocrisy and double-
standards.  
 If it were re-
versed, by the time 
the BLM protestors 
would have reached 
the Capitol Building, 
they wouldn’t even had 
the chance to break in, 
put their feet on desks, 
or (God forbid!) pull 
guns on anybody.  The 
reason?  Black people 
would be dead.  
   And, there’s 
no doubt that some of 

those ‘servants of the 
law’ who were trying 
to keep ‘control’ of the 
unruly crowd are secret-
ly sympathetic to Mr. 
Trump as well.
 The next day, 
on Thursday, Trump 
spoke to the media to 
apologize for the pre-
vious day’s rebellion.  
And, while everyone 
knew he really didn’t 
mean it, this (thankful-
ly) closes the final chap-
ter in his tyrannical, 
autocratic, totalitarian 
dictatorship as perhaps 
the absolute worst 
president in the history 
of this country.  
 After this ar-
ticle is printed, Joseph 
Biden and Kamala Har-
ris will be sworn into 
the Oval Office.  Final-
ly, Trump has admitted 
that he will step down 
and leave the White 
House.  
 But, even af-
ter he leaves, the wake 

of animus and division 
that is his legacy will 
continue for some time.  
Our world-wide repu-
tation as a melting pot 
that welcomes all those 
who seek freedom and 
democracy has been 
blemished and scarred. 
  It will take all 
Americans, in biparti-
san unity, to rally to-
gether to travel through 
this dark tunnel that we 
are in to reach the light 
at the end.  Another 
metaphor speaks that 
‘after the storm the rain-
bow must shine.’
 With Biden and 
Harris leading the coun-
try to eliminate CO-
VID with the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines, the 
Democrats in control 
of both the House and 
the Senate, and Biden’s 
new Cabinet staff ap-
pointees of various rac-
es and ethnicities, that 
‘rainbow’ we need so 
badly now could be just 
around the corner?

 The Greater 
Cleveland COVID-19 
Rapid Response Fund 
announced today its 
fifth cycle of biweek-
ly grants as part of 
its Phase II efforts to 
support the Greater 
Cleveland nonprofit 
community during the 
ongoing pandemic. In 
total, $350,273 was 
awarded to 12 orga-
nizations and groups 
serving Cuyahoga, 
Lake and Geauga 
counties, bringing the 
overall grantmaking 
amount to more than 
$2.1 million in Phase 
II.
 The latest 
round of grant recipi-
ents includes:
 All Faiths 
Pantry ($12,000): To 
continue to safely pre-
pare and deliver food 
and basic care items 
to low-income seniors 
and individuals with 
mobility challenges in 
Cuyahoga County
 Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Northeast 
Ohio ($50,000): To 
purchase food, clean-
ing supplies and PPE 
to allow for the con-
tinuation of extended 
hours for youth at the 
King Kennedy Club 
location on Cleve-
land’s east side
 C l e v e -
land Chesed Center 
($26,000): To con-

tinue to provide food, 
including kosher op-
tions, to homebound 
individuals and fami-
lies in Greater Cleve-
land, as well as school-
age children who are 
currently unable to 
take part in school 
lunch programs
 C l e v e l a n d 
Transformation Al-
liance ($30,000): To 
support school qual-
ity navigators who 
are providing fami-
lies with the essential 
knowledge, tools and 
support they need to 
help their children find 
the best fit school, with 
an additional focus on 
students transitioning 
from pre-K to kinder-
garten and from eighth 
grade to high school
 E s p e r a n z a 
Inc. ($20,000): To 
support two full-time 
programing coordina-
tors who will oversee 
two learning pods that 
primarily serve His-
panic students from 
the Cleveland Metro-
politan School District 
in Cleveland’s Clark-
Fulton neighborhood
Famicos Foundation 
($35,150): To con-
tinue to deliver food 
and hygiene products 
to low-income senior 
residents in the Hough, 
Glenville and St. Clair-
Superior neighbor-
hoods 
 HFLA of 
Northeast Ohio 
($20,000): To continue 
to provide interest-free 
emergency loans to 
address the financial 
challenges Northeast 
Ohio residents are fac-
ing due to COVID-19
 J o s e p h ’ s 
Home ($17,845): To 
hire additional staff 
and to purchase medi-
cal and disinfecting 
supplies for the medi-
cal respite shelter, with 
the goal of relocat-
ing medically at-risk 

clients in Cuyahoga 
County to permanent 
housing
 Thea Bow-
man Center ($40,000): 
To support additional 
part-time staff who will 
help connect seniors 
and families in the Mt. 
Pleasant neighborhood 
to PPE, information 
about COVID-19 test-
ing, vaccine informa-
tion and a variety of 
support services
 The Salva-
tion Army of Greater 
Cleveland ($50,000): 
To continue to handle 
increased demand for 
the Emergency Food 
Program at five food 
pantries, and to main-
tain Learning Zone 
programs at three lo-
cations across Greater 
Cleveland
 United Way 
Services of Geauga 
County ($21,778): To 
hire part-time staff to 
help reduce the back-
log and waiting times 
of 2-1-1 calls for help, 
serving primarily se-
niors and addressing 
basic needs in Geauga 
County
 V i n e y a r d 
Christian Fellowship 
($27,500): To con-
tinue to partner with 
the Greater Cleveland 
Food Bank and the Na-
tional Guard in order 
to meet the increased 
demand for the food 
pantry from residents 
in Cuyahoga, Lake and 
Geauga counties
 Contributions 
to the second phase 
of the Greater Cleve-
land COVID-19 Rapid 
Response Fund total 
more than $3.5 mil-
lion. Funding partners 
urge other foundations, 
corporate entities, indi-
viduals and organiza-
tions to contribute to 
the Fund. Donations 
of any amount are wel-
comed, and all contri-
butions are tax deduct-
ible.
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